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c; shows good staff work that the final report of the 
Uthwatt Committee* should have been completed and 
brought out at this moment to back up the advanced forges 
of the Scott Committee in their recommendations as to 
rural land. ' 

The Uthwatt Committee was appointed in January, 
1941, ‘‘ to make an objective analysis of the subject of the 
payment of compensation and recovery of betterment in 
respect of public control of the use of land.” It will be 
remembered that their Interim Report of July, 1941 (Cd. 
6291), recommending the fixing of maximum prices as at 
March, 1939, was provisionally accepted by the Government. 
The final report, now available, has been anxiously awaited, 
as upon it may depend the new planning legislation fore- 
shadowed by the Government. 

It is in many ways a courageous report. The terms of 
reference apparently. prevented“the Committee from con- 
sidering anything quite so drastic as the nationalisation of 
all land, although they are evidently favourably disposed 
to a scheme, quoted in Chapter X, for the ultimate rever- 
sion of all land to the State, which as immediate ground land- 
lord would be in the best position to control all forms of 
development. 

The Government will have to make up their minds on 
some very thorny questions in the near future, and the Uth- 
watt Committee are prepared to place these squarely 
before them. As they well say: ‘‘ There are two assump- 
tions upon the positive aspects of planning which have to 
be made, and upon which our recommendations are based. 
The first assumption is that national planning is intended 
to be a reality and a permanent feature of the administration 
of this country.. We assume that it will be directed to en- 
suring that the best use is made of land with a view to secur- 
ing economic efficiency for the community and._ well-being 
for the individual, and that it will be recognised that this 
involves the subordination to the public good of the personal 
interests and wishes of landowners. Unreserved acceptance 
of this conception of planning is vital to a successful ree 
construction policy, for every aspect of a nation’s activity 
is ultimately dependent on. land.” This leads to the second 
assumption: ‘‘ While the principle of national planning 
has already been accepted -by the Government, much 
remains to be done to carry it into effect. . . . We wish to 
make it clear that the system, we regard as necessary for an 
effective, reconstruction, and which we’ have therefore 
assumed, is one of national planning with a high degree of 
initiation and control by the Central Planning Authority.” 

. . ‘It is apparert, therefore, that the Central Planning 
Authority we have assumed is-an organisation which does 
not yet exist and that planning has a meaning not attached 
to it in any legislation, nor, until-recently, in the minds of 
the public.” 

Strong words these, but not a whit too strong if we are 
really to get a move on! 

No less than forty-six organisations, of which the 
RtI.B.A. was one, tendered written evidence or suggestions 
for the consideration of the Uthwatt Committee, and, with 


the best will in the world, it is evident that the two eminent _ 


lawyers and: two eminent surveyors who constituted the 
Expert Committee must have been overwhelmed by tlie 
mass of often conflicting suggestions. It is clear, however, 
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that they have done their best, with the limitations of 
their-terms of reference and their vast experience of official 
dealings in the past, to evolve what they hope will, in.spite 
of its cumbrous machinery, eventually achieve a newer 
and better world. What they would have liked is evident 
from the following passage (page 16): 


“With planning placed on a national basis, the shifting 
of land values may well take place on a much larger scale 
than in the past ; for example, if industries were removed 
from their present location.. It is obvious, however, that 
if all the land of the country were in the ownership of a 
single person or body, the mere shifting of values from 
oné. piece of land to another would not-call for any financial 
adjustments and the need for paying compensation or 
securing betterment would disappear.” 


The principles of compensation are skilfully summed up 
in the report and five propositions are stated which will 
command general support: Ownership does not carry an 
unqualified right of user ; restrictions based on neighbourli- 
ness may be imposed without depriving the landowner ; 
such restrictions can, therefore, be imposed without 
compensation ; restrictions may, however, extend beyond 
the obligations of neighbourliness ; at this stage the restric- 
tions become equivalent to an expropriation of a right and 
therefore, it will be claimed, should carry a right to com- 
pensation. 


It will always be a matter of difficulty to draw the exact 
line of demarcation and the report goes on to say “ the 
assumption by the State, once and for all, of all rights 
over development and redevelopment would be one solu- 
tion of the difficulties.” 


Unification by private pooling schemes is discussed 
at length and dismissed on the ground that it would be 
unsatisfactory unless it resulted in a single pool comprising 
the whole of the land of the country. 

Unification by public ownership, it is agreed, would 
present the logical solution, but the Uthwatt Committee 
do not think it practicable. It would arouse keen political 
controversy ; it would involve financial arrangements in 
the immediate post-war period which might be .entirely 
out of the question; it would involve complicated ad- 
ministrative machinery. They therefore fall back on the 
halfway house compromise suggested to, but not by, the 
Barlow Commission for the acquisition by the State of the . 
development rights. in undeveloped land, coupled with the 
piecemeal acquisition of urban land as and when required 
for planning or other public purposes. They think this 
would be less cumbersome and less onerous than wholesale 
nationalisation. They therefore recommend “the im- 
mediate vesting in the State of the rights of development 
in all land lying outside built-up areas, subject to certain 
exceptions, on payment of fair compensation, such vesting 
to be secured by the imposition of a prohibition against 
development otherwise than with the consent of the State, 
accompanied by the grant of compulsory powers of acquiring 
the land itself when wanted for public purposes or approved 
private development.” 

They admit that the administrative difficulties.in the 
early stages are considerable and that the initial task of 
ascertaining the property concerned and distributing the 
compensation on a *‘ global basis ’’ will be by no means easy. 
They will certainly lead to long delays and argument and 
owners will not get. anything like the price they anticipate. 
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The main objection, though, lies in the almost certain 
destruction of private initiative, if this particular proposal 
is adopted. 

In built-up areas, much wider and simpler powers of 
purchase are proposed to be conferred upon Public Authori- 
ties, toupled. with an ingenious scheme for the periodic 
levy, through the rating machinery, on increases in annual 
site value, with the object of securing such betterment for 
the community as and when it is realisable. 
other proposals are strongly criticised by Mr. James Barr 
in a Minority Report. 

Other recommendations relate to the suggested new 
procedure, including the imposition of a “ life’ on non- 
conforming buildings and uses. All these are dealt with in 
considerable detail and are well worthy of close study. It 
is evident, however, that, although it is stated that the 
Committee are not agreed on its adoption, they have a 
sneaking fondness for the proposal set out in Chapter X, 
that ‘‘ all land in Great Britain be forthwith converted into 
leasehold interests held by the present ‘proprietors as 
lessees of the State at a peppercorn rent for such a uniform 
term of years as may reasonably, without payment .of 
compensation, be regarded as equitable. ... ” This 
period they place at 99 years, but it might well be half 
this period, if payment by means of a special’ allowance 
off Schedule A tax were allowed. Thé Uthwatt Committee, 
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however, despite their contrary recommendations, at 
least have the cowrage of putting the proposal forward for 
consideration alongside their own. 

In their view the Central Planning Authority must also 
be the National Development Authority. ‘‘ It is essential 
that there should .exist means by which the requirements 
of agriculture, transport, public services and defence, as 
well as housing, industrial location, town siting and other 
matters can be given proper weight and considered as a 
whole. Co-ordination at the centre as respects the various 
Government Departments is necessary.” 

The‘Minister for National Development should have no 
departmental cares. ‘‘ The broad principles of policy 
would ‘be settled by the Cabinet after consideration by a 
Committee of Ministers presided over by the Minister for 
National Development. The Committee would have 
the assistance of the various Government Departments. 
.*%. To secure that the Minister is not concerned with 
matters of day-to-day administration, that administration 
is properly handled and that local authorities, etc., have 
infermed advice and authoritative direction. in our 
view a suitable organisation would be a Commission to 
whom definite powers—including the powers under the 
Town and Country Planning Act and the Development 
Rights ‘Scheme—should be given.” 

A summary of the Report is on page 223. 








- the Governors. The underlying aim is 


NOTES ann NEWS 


Preparing to Restart Sheffield Housing. 

Tue Minister of Health (Mr. Ernest 
Brown), who was accompanied by Mr. 
George Hicks, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Works and Plan- 
ning, receivéd on September 4 repre- 
sentations from a deputation from the 
Sheffield City Council regarding prepa- 
ratory action under war conditions for 
the resumption of the Council’s hous- 
ing programme. Arrangements were 
discussed to expedite the examination 
of the proposals so that there would be 
no avoidable delay when it became 
possible to restart house building. 

Mr. Brown and Mr. Hicks welcomed 


the Council’s action in approaching the’. 


. Government, and indicated that they 

would look forward to similar action by 
other local authorities. The deputation 
was introduced by Mr: Fred Marshall, 
M.P., and was headed by Alderman 
C. W. Gascoigne, Chairman of the 
Housing Committee: a 


A.P.R.R. School of Planning. 

Tue Association for Planning and 
Regional Reconstruction announce 
that the School of Planning has now 
been reborn as a company limited by. 
guarantee (non-profit making), and the 
following were present at a first meet- 
ing of the Board of Management. Dr. 
H. G. Stead (Chairman) ; Mr. Ambrose 
Applebe, Mr. E. Neel, Dr. W. A. 
Robson, Professor E. G. R. Taylor, 
Miss J. Tyrwhitt, and Miss FJ. 
Pinder Davis (secretary). It is hoped 
that funds will be forthcoming to re- 
start, the School at least on a correspon- 
dence basis. 


War Damage Repair in Germany. 

Tue recent heavy air raids on Ham- 
burg and the Rhine, Ruhr and Saar 
districts of Germany have made it 
necessary (writes a correspondent) to 
quicken up reconstruction methods 
The Ministers of the Interior and of 
Finance have recently authorised local 
authorities, in whose districts exten- 
sive reconstructional work -is neces- 


sary, to carry this out on their own 
orders, and to recover the cost from 
the State. It is claimed that this 
saves time and obviates iridividual 
arrangements being’ made _ between 
householders and building contractors. 
It is also said to make possible a more 
economic use of the firms employed on 
repair work. Workmen and students 
from other parts of Germany are 
being brought into the bombed towns 
in order to help with the work. 
Another development in the German 
building industry, due to British air 
raids, is the granting of State loans to 
private builders who undertake to 
build houses exclusively for renting to 
people who have been bombed out of 
their homes. © 


Problems of Part-Time Day Education. 
Tue British Association for Commer- 
cial .and Industrial Education has 
arranged an attractive programme for 
another one-day conference to’ which 
are cordially invited all who are 


interested in part-fime day education. 


for the adolescent, particularly. in its 
bearing on post-war problems. The 
conference will be held in the College 
of Technology and Arts, Rugby, on 
September 29, when an address of 
welcome. will be given, at 10.30 a.m., 


by Mr. R. G. Hosking, Chairman of 
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to attract members and representa- 
tives who are within easy reach of 
Rugby, the Council and Committee 
having in mind the’ possibility of 
organising similar conferences in other 
localities at opportune times. The 
principal speakers and. subjects for the 
Rugby Conference will be: 

First Session, Benefits to the Employer and 
the Community : Chairman, the Rt. Hon. Lord 
Leverhulme; papers by the Rt. Hon. Lord Trent 
and Mr. J. Aubrey Clark; discussion opened by 
Miss Florence M. C. Goddard. 

Second Session, Future Organisation and 
Curriculum: Chairman, Mr. W. Byng Kenrick; 
speaker, Dr. F. H. Bpencer, D.S¢., LI.B.; dis- 
oo opened by Mr. W. E. C. Lazenby and Mr. 

J. V. Bews, B.Sc., A-R.C.S 


“Third Session, Relation to Modern Youth 


Movements: Chairman, Mr. W. H. hance; 
speaker, Mr. W. H. Perkins, O.B.E., M.Sc. ; dis- 
cussion opened by Dr. A. E. Morgan, M.A. 

Full particulars of the conference 
are obtainable from Mr. C..A. Harri- 
son, Secretary, Messrs. Cadbury Bros, 
Ltd., Bournville. 

A.A.S.T.A. Discussion Meeting. 

Tue A.A,.8.T.A. (Ministry of Works 
and Planning, London, House Branch) 
has arranged a discussion meeting for 
Friday, September 18, at St. John’s 
Hall, Monck-street, Horseferry-road, 
S.W.1, at 6.45. Non-members are in- 
vited. The subject will be “‘ Produc- 
tion Committees for Tanks—Why not 
for Building?” and opening speakers 
are Mr, Cruikshank, Mr. Jack Ryan, 
and Mr. John Brewster, A.R.I.B.A. 


Néw City Architect, Bradford. 

Mr JAMES THOMAS CASTLE, 
A.R.I.B.A., who ,has been County 
Architect to the East Riding of. York- 
shire since July, 1941, has been ap- 
pointed City Architect, Bradford, in 
succession to Mr. Harold Conolly, who 
leaves to become Deputy County 
Architect, Essex. Mr. Castle, who is 
39, studied architecture at the London 
County Council School of Building 
and at University College, London. 
In 1928 he was placed first in the 
R.I.B.A. final examination, and gained 
the Ashpitel Prize. 
Professional Announcement. 

Mr. Joun R. P. Crontn, registered 
architect, has removed to 23, Chantry- 
road, Moseley, Birmingham, 13. 
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“HIGHWAY GRID” 


2.— POSSIBLE APPLICATION OF THE 
PRINCIPLE IN EMBRYO TO LONDON. 


BY JOHN E. M. MACGREGOR, F.R.I.B.A. 


In the first of these articles the great advantages which 
the general public might reap from a system of elevated 
roads with very few points of access were pointed out. Here 
is described how the system_might be applied to the heart 
of London. 


Anyone who inspects the war damage to London, the 
City, the East End, and, in fact, any of our devastated 
towns, will find that, although the buildings which bétnd 
them are razed to the ground, the streets themselves are 
relatively little affected. At isolated points the roadway 
may be blown up, and the drainage, gas, water and electric 
services exploded and fractured, but, the actual destruction 
is almost negligible as compared with the great. mass of 
road and run of pipes beneath, which are undisturbed. 


There’ has been much talk of the opportunity the bomb- 
ing of London has produced for replanning,-but the differ- 
ence in work and cost entailed in diverting a road as com- 
pared to reconditioning it is probably so-great that it may 
safely be assumed that the main street plan of London will 
be little altered, although its aspect will be completely 
changed in certain areas by the erection of new buildings. 


To allow the heart of London to be. rebuilt and rede- 
veloped as an entity, it must be relieved of the confusion 
of traffic between suburbs. It would appear that this could 
be attained relatively quickly and with the minimum of 
interference by the construction of a simple cross of elevated 
roads with it3 centre at the junction of Holborn and Kings- 
way, and the end of the four arms at Marble Arch, Camden 
Town, Aldgate East, and Elephant and Castle. Large 
roundabouts could be formed at the four extremities with 
the elevated road rising from their centres, while in the 
centre of the cross would be a two-level roundabout with 
’ the levels connected by ramps: 


It is not, of course, suggested that this should take the 
place of or interfere with the proper replanning of the 
Metropolis, but that it should be incorporated in it and act 
as an ancillary to the redevelopment and be constructed as 
early ds possible so as to ensure the life and free working 
of Greater London while the City itself takes on its new and 
more impressive shape. : 
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GRID HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTED OVER OXFORD-STREET. 


As an example of the detailed application of this grid to 
an existing thoroughfare, Oxford-street might be‘taken. It 
could be entirely roofed from frontage to frontage, forming 
shopping arcades on the present street level with through 
road above. As far as possible, the mixture of day ‘and 
artificial light would be eliminated, thereby dispelling the 
tunnel feeling which otherwise might exist. ery 

The upper road might be constructed by adopting the 
umbrella form of construction with steel stanchions on the 
line of.the curb, possibly iinked in units of four, producing 
a self-contained table. The problem of expansion and con- 
traction could thereby be obviated and yet lateral stability 
assured. Standardised shuttering could be used and all 
material transported along the new road itself so that traffic 
could be maintained beneath it while construction was being 
carried out. 

With regard to the treatment of the facades of the exist- 
ing buildings on to the upper road, it might be well from 
a practical point of view to eliminate:all windows for, say, 
10 ft. above this road. This would also be’of great archi- 
tectural value, as it would produce a solid base course, and 
if a vertical pilastered treatment were adopted above, 
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capped by a level cornice, all the buildings could be given 
a unity, and thereby produce an imposing, restful and digni- 
fied thoroughfare worthy of the City, yet the existing floors 
could remain at varying levels behind. 

Consider. the merits of such a double street. 

First, tHe Lower SuHopprne Anrcape.—This would be 
relieved of through traffic, say, half the present bulk, of 
climatic changes, rain, frost, dust and mud. True, it would 
be artificially lit and ventilated, but is not this the case in 
London’s greatest and newest market—the Empress Hall at 
Earl’s Court—and this by deliberate choice, seeing that it 
might have had a glass roof as at Olympia? 

Seconp, THE Upper Grip Roap.—This should be capable 
of dealing with six times the through traffic of the present 
Oxford-street, since by the. elimination of pavements the 
carriageway would be half as wide again, the average speed 
would be at least double, and finally, half the present traffic 
is local. - 

Not only would Oxford-street itself benefit, but in peace 
time most taxis and much private through traffic avoids its 
congestion and uses the parallel roads on either side. This 
would naturally take the quickest route, and even Piccadilly 
and Shaftesbury-avenue might receive a good deal of relief. 

The exact, route from Kingsway to Aldgate East would 
need much consideration,. but a fine open view of the north 
side of St. Paul’s could no doubt be incorporated. 

The roofing of Kingsway, Aldwych and the new Waterloo 
Bridge would undoubtedly present some serious architec- 
4ural and engineering difficulties which, however, should 
not be insuperable. Kingsway, for instance, owing to its 
greater width, might have its “ grid road”’ over colonnaded 
footways, on either side, leaving the existing road open to 
the sky in the centre. 
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PART OF MAP OF LONDON, SHOWING PROPOSED CROSS OF 
ELEVATED ROADS (TERMINATED BY BLACK CIRCLES). 
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This simple cross of roads bridging Central London which, 
if marked on.a street plan of the Metropolis, is in size 
comparable to a spider on its web, would probably ease 
London’s traffic for some time, but should be regarded only 
as a beginning, and the idea of extending the grid system 
from the four arms’ ends.to link up with our arterial roads 
and extensions above them should be kept in mind. 

It will be noted that at three of the four arms’ ends there 
are trolley-bus systems, and the connection of these systems 
below the cross with wires neatly carried on the ceiling, 
would be a natural corollary; to carry these up Notting Hill 
to Marble Arch would also appear desirable. 

As an example of how continuous flow and distribution 
of traffic might be procured at the four ends of the cross, 
Marble Arch might be dealt with as follows:— 

A new roundabout which would do away with the 
anachronism of traffic lights by separating the points of - 
entrance so that incoming streams of traffic would be assimi- 
lated individually.~Thus, Park-lane and Bayswater-road 
could be swept.across the: corners of the Park away from 
the buildings which face them. Marble Arch might be 
rebuilt as a gate to the Park facing at the end of the ramp 
up to the Upper. Oxford-street.. Lower Oxford-street, would 
connect direct with the roundabout.as at present. 

It will be noted that this cross of elevated roads with its 
central roundabouts at the crossing of Holborn and Kings.- 
way produces a focal point there of unique importance. 
What, use might be made of this opportunity will be the 
subject of the next article. - 

(To be continued.) 


TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN BUILDING : 
R.1.B.A. LECTURES 


Tue R.I.B.A. Architectural Science Board has organised 
a course of lectures on recent developments in building 
science affecting architects. Three groups of four lectures 
each (free to all) are being arranged for the winter months. 
The first four lectures will be held at the R.I.B.A. on two 
consecutive Saturday afternoons, October 10 and 17: A full 
announcement will be issued soon. 

The lectures will be.given by leading authorities. and 
special care is being taken that they. shall deal with the 
various subjects discussed in a practical manner so that 
the course may give those who attend it a realistic picture 
of the latest technical advances. Ample time will be 
reserved for discussion. The course is being arranged 
with the co-operation of the Building Research Station and 
other interested Government Departments and the military 
authorities. ‘ 

The Board particularly wishes to bring in architects 
serving with the Forc¢es, and hopes that any who read this 
notice will pass the information on to their friends. Any- 
one who hopes to come and who writes to the Secretary of 
the A.S.B.. Lectures Committee ‘(Mr. Denis Poulton, 
F.R.1.B.A.) at the. R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1, will be 
sent a full syllabus as soon as it is produced. 


COMING EVENTS 


; Saturday, September 12. 

Tue Eccrestotocicat Society. Annual Service-of Commemora- 
tion. Talk by Sir Charles Nicholson, Bt., Holy Trinity, Sloane- 
street. 2.30 p.m. 

Sunday, September 13. 

“Homes to Live In” Exutprrton. At East Finchley. Miss 
E. Denby will speak on September 16. (Open until September 26.) 

; Tuesday, September 15. 

InsTITUTION OF CrIviL ENGINEERS. Discussion meeting on 
“ Civil Engineers and the Building Industry. Relation of Architect, 
Engineer and Surveyor.” At Great George-street,8.W.1. 2.30 p.m 

Friday, September 18. 

AAS.T.A. Di ion ting on “ Production Committees 
for Tanks—Why not for Building?” M.O.W.P. (London) House 
Branch. St. John’s Hall, Monck-street, Horseferry-road, S.W.1. 
6.45 p.m. 





Friday, September 25. 
Livinc IN Crrmes Exnisrrion. At Bradford: 


October 10.) 
; Tuesday, September 29. 
ARCHITECTYRAL AssoctaTiIon. Annual General 
Address by President (Mr. A. W. Kenyon, F.R.I1.B.A.). 
Bedford-square, W.C.1. 6 p.m. 


(Open until 


Meeting. 
34-36, 
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JERSEY : TERMINAL BUILDING AND LANDING FIELD SEEN FROM AIR 


vd AIRPORTS IN THE CHANNEL ISLANDS 


two MR. GRAHAM DAWBARN, M.A., F.R.I.B.A. (NORMAN & DAWBARN), ARCHITECT. 


full 


and 
the 
hat 
ure 
be 
ged 
and 
ary 





je il 


—) 





55 


ects 
this 
\ny- 
y of 
ton, 
| be 





' 
' 





\ pT 


\ 

| 
|; 

x 

{ —_ 

St 
| 
| 








> 








Lora- 
yane- 


Miss 
6.) 
- on 
itect, 
) p.m 
heaq: fer o's omnre 
ttees : : % ff ‘ switcs Room ~*~ 
[ouse 4 : i tel 


W.1. 


until 
‘ . . : 

‘ : : mow hehe 

‘ing. ; | R 


4-36, 
JERSEY : LAYOUT OF TERMINAL BUILDING AND HANGARS. 
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JERSEY : THE CONTROL ROOM. 


AN ARTICLE ON CHANNEL IsLANDS AIRPORTS MAKES SAD 
reading, mitigated by the conviction that both the 
States of Jersey and the States of Guernsey must 
ultimately benefit from: their splendid initiative. 
Jersey Atrport.—Jersey Airways landed on the 
beach of St. Aubin’s Bay as long ago as 1934.- In 
spite of their fine record it was always clear that 
the more or less two-directional landing (and 
dependent on the tide at that) could only be a 
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temporary expedient. The difficulty was to find a 
suitable site and to justify the expense involved in 
its purchase and development. . 

The site finally selected at St. Peter’s, adjoining 
the barracks, had 84 separate owners; it also had 
soil of the type that quickly forms a ‘‘ hard pan” 
below the surface under traffic. Both difficulties 
were finally overcome. Owing to its geographical 
position, Jersey Airport had to-be complete—that 


JERSEY : VIEW OF PART OF PUBLIC SPACE ON UPPER FLOOR OF TERMINAL BUILDING, SEEN FROM CONTROL TOWER. 
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. : 
GUERNSEY : TERMINAL BUILDINGS AND LANDING FIELD, UNDER CONSTRUCTION, FROM THE AIR. 


is to say, it had to be fully equipped from the 
start; owing to its surroundings it had to be 
small; owing to the comparatively small popula- 
tion expenditure had to be carefully-watched. The 
building site was restricted into a blunted V point- 
ing at the centre of the field and leaving space on 
one side for the “‘long”’ run of about 1,200 yards. 
This is apparent from the air view. The layout of 
the buildings can be more readily appreciated 


from the plan, which shows Jersey Airways hangar 
on the left, the terminal building in the centre, 
and the small ‘‘ general purpose ’” hangar on the 
right around 4 car-park forecourt with road 
alongside. 

Parts of the scheme have been illustrated 
before,*. so detailed plans and description are 





* The Builder, 13,3,16; the R.I.B.A, Journal, 4.4.36, 











Right: LAYOUT OF 
INITIAL BUILDINGS, 
GUERNSEY AIRPORT. 


AIRPORTS .IN THE 
CHANNEL ISLANDS 


MR. GRAHAM DAWBARN, 














M.A., F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 
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AIRPORTS IN THE CHANNEL ISLANDS 


GUERNSEY : PLANS, ELEVATIONS AND SECTIONS OF TERMINAL BUILDING, 
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GUERNSEY : VIEW OF TERMINAL BUILDING FROM ACCESS ROAD. 


omitted. Shown in one of our views is part of the public space overlooking 
the landing field at first-floor level in the terminal building. Steps from the 
forecourt can be seen on~the right, with a drinking fountain at, their head. 
On the left is a lighting standard for use during unloading, screened above 
the horizontal to avoid dazzling the pilots. Vertical extensions were planned 
above the roof in the centre of the picture and the corresponding roof on the 
other side of the building. The fully equipped control room is also illustrated. 


The development of the airport was carried out under six contracts, together 
with a number of equipment items. “An island firm, Messrs. Farley, were 
responsible for the landing ground-and buildings. Other general contractors 
were Messrs. Overhead (aviation lighting), Marconi’s, and Radio Transmission 
(wireless). The first contract was signed in April, 1935, and the airport- was 

opened in March, 1937. 


GuERNsEY.—At Guernsey .a suitable site was even more of a problem. A 
landing-ground was started at L’Erée on ‘the coast, but short of “ lifting 
mountains ”’ could never have become a satisfactory airport. The site ulti- 
mately chosen at La Villiage was undulating and restricted by roads and 
glasshouses, but, easier to.drain and of rather better shape than at Jersey. 


Work was started on the landing-ground in September, 1937, and on the 
initial buildings in June, 19388. The airport; was opened in May, 1939. General 
contractors were Messrs. Sunley (landing-ground), Messrs. Bollom, of Acton 
(buildings), Messrs. Electrical Installations (aviation lighting), and Marconi’s 
(wireless). As the scheme has not previously been illustrated, some detailed 
plans are included, in addition ‘to photographs. 


One illustration shows’ work in progress on the landing-ground- under which 
the final levels were achieved. The numerous oblong shapes around the 
landing-ground are glasshouses. The air view shown was taken on the opening 
day—a day which started in dense cloud and pouring rain over Hampshire 
and the Isle of Wight, but which miraculously cleared over the sea and ended 
in glory. As indicated in the layout, the initial buildings were on the smallest 
reasonable seale. . The little hangar was started: only in March, 1939,’and was 
still in its early stages at the opening. A view of the completed terminal 
building is -given, and also plans. Ultimately, this building would be 
extended both. east and west; on the west by a tower incorporating pilots’ 
rooms, meteorology, wireless rooms, and control. At the other end a new 
restaurant. would free the central position (that is. the whole of the present 
building) for airline traffic. 


“Tt is impossible,” states Mr. -Dawbarn, “to write of the Channel Islands 
airports without recalling the happiest memories of kind hospitality and 
intiring co-operation. It would be impertinent to mention individual names, 
but our thanks and hopes embrace committee members and permanent 
Officials alike.” 


AIRPORTS IN THE CHANNEL ISLANDS 


MR. GRAHAM DAWBARN, ™M.A., F.R.I.B.A. (NORMAN & 
: DAWBARN), ARCHITECT. 
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CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING 
IN SWEDEN 


LECTURE AT HOUSING CENTRE. 
Ar a recent meeting of the Housing 
Centre, held at 13, Suffolk-street, 8.W.1, 
Mrs. P. M. Srevenson spoke on ‘“ Co- 
operative Housing in Sweden.” Sm 
Recinatp Rowe presided. ; 
Mrs. Srevenson said that co-operative 
housing started in Sweden in the ’seventies, 
and was then mostly for the employees of 
societies comparable with the Co-operative 
Wholesale Societies.of England and Scot- 
land. The houses had been built near the 
factory where the workers were employed, 
the Swedish ideal not being to get as far 
away as possible from the workplace, but 
to make that workplace itself agreeable 
and attractive. Shortly after the last war 
the housing probleman Sweden had be- 
come exceedingly acute, and an organiga- 
tion, the HSB. had been formed in 1923 
combining some of the. principles of a 
building society with those of a savings 
bank.. Its main object was the acqui- 
sition of land for the construction of houses 
and flats.- This organisation had a mother 
sociéty in each town where there was 
H.8.B. building going on. Each such 
mother society had daughter societies, 
consisting of tenants, to manage the 
various properties, and all the mother 
societies were federated in a central society” 
in Stockholm. These arrangements gave 
the occupants of the flats and houses a 
very close interest in the .finanee, the 
methods of construction and also in the 
care and management of the buildings and 
gardens. Financially and technically the 
the organisation was on a perfectly sound 
footing, and the H.8.B. was now one of 
the largest owners of real property in the 
whole of Sweden. A feature of its work 
was that, even when it had parted with 
a property to a purchager, it retained 
rights of supervision and could enforce the 
carrying out,of necessary repairs. The 
original equipment of a ‘house or flat 
included electric or gas cooker, a sink 
with two draining boards, and a wash- 
boiler, also Seated tn gas or electricity. 
Questions and discussions followed, and 
among. other matters mentioned was that 
of the communal laundry. Mrs. Sreyenson 
said it was extraordinary that English- 
women did not take to this. It was popu- 
lar in Sweden. Part of the explanation 
was that the Swedish flat. was often very 
small—sometimes there was only one room 
besides the kitchen for a mother and two 
children. The washing was done else- 
where and the kitchen kept as a sitting- 
room. H.S.B. catered for all classes of 
the community, and 60 per cent. of the 
people who obtained homes through its 
agency were weekly wage earners. There, 
as here, the municipalities were left with 
the most difficult problems, among others 
that of the wage-earner with a small in- 
come and a large family. Large families 
were unusual in Sweden, and where they 
rapier the municipality gave'a rebate 
in rent. 


Future of Bombed Public-Houses. 


The Home Secretary has appointed 
a commhittee, under the chairmanship 
of Mr. John W. Morris, K.C., to con- 
sider what will be the best means of 
ensuring, when rebuilding is - practi- 
cable, that the provision of licensed 
houses in place of those destroyed or 
damaged by enemy action shall be 
planned with due regard to local re- 
quirements and in harmony with pro- 
posals for redevelopment and_recon- 


' struction. The secretary is Mr. H. B. 


Wilson, Cornwall House, 8.E.1. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Registration Council Scholarships. 

To tHe Epitor or The Builder. 
S1r,—I was glad to: see Mr. Walter 
O. Hudson’s letter in your issue of 
August 28, and thank him for correct- 


ing my impression that recent applica-' 


tions for scholarships from British 
subjects were very few. If in fact, 
there were 128 applications for this 
year’s awards it. seems fairly certain 
that those from aliens can have been 
no more than a minority. There can 
never, therefore, have been any ques- 
tion of the. bulk of the scholarships 
going to aliens, and this makes the de- 
cision of the Registration Council even 
more unnecessary ‘and unjustifiable. 
Neither will I take issue with Mr. 
Hudson as to whether the funds involved 
are “‘large,”’ though I am surprised that 
he wishes to contest this point when in 
the same breath he insists that, though a 
member of the Finance Committee, he 
has ‘“‘no means of forming even a.remote 
idea -of the funds that would be in- 
volved.”” I think he may have misunder- 
stood my point, for no one is suggesting 
that the Registration Council should 
spend money which it does not possess. 
Mr. A. H. Moberly, in a letter to The 
Times, has stated that on the last occa- 
sion when scholarships were awarded, 
£1,792 was expendéd from an income for 
the year of £3,838, and that the scholar- 
ship fund now has a balance of £8,700. : 
The Council may or may not be wise 
in attempting to conserve funds for use 
after the war. This is a- matter of 
opinion; but what I do challenge is their 
decision tq, make economies by discrimina- 
tion against aliens. I suggest that as 
aliens— proved anti-Fascists—are con- 
tributing to the funds of the Registration 
Council they should be allowed to share 
in its benefits, and that @ resolution that 
debars every alien, however deserving; 
from any hope ‘of receiving a scholarship 
has no shadow of justice to commend it. 
Coin PENN, 
President, A.A.S.T.A. 
113, High Holborn, W.C.1. 


S1r,—As a member of the Architects 
Registration Council I voted for the 
resolution, passed: by the Council, 
denying ‘scholarships to aliens; and I 
shall continue to oppose any proposi- 
tion which would benefit alien 
students at a time when so many of 
‘our own nationals are, through war 
service, unable to enjoy the advantages 
of higher architectural education pro- 
vided by funds subscribed by British 
architects. 

Who are the alien students concerned? 
Surely they are not nationals of the United 
* Nations, as, presumably, such persons 
would be serving as combatants. If they 
are refugees from enemy countries, whilst 
we have every sympathy for them, they 
can hardly expect benefits intended for, 
but denied by circumstances to, our own 
nationals. . G. B. J. ATHOE. 

75, Eaton-place, S.W.1. ; 
Unification and Federation of Professions. 

To rue Eprtor or The Builder. 

Srr,—There is much correspondence 
in The Builder about the relations of 
the different architectural organisa- 
tions, in particular, just now, on the 
question whether all such bodies should 
be fused into one. Of the affirmative 
wisdom of such a proceeding I have 
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no doubt. The divisive, sectarian spirit 
is one of the major evils of the world. 
Unification, in war as well as in peace, 
is the urgent demand. 

It is one of the most puzzling problems 
in life that the professions should have 
always been unorganised, whilst the trades 
unions have achieved federation many 
years ago. 

It would be well for unification of each 
multiple profession to precede federation, 
but. it is not, essential. 

No one is a more ardent lover of free- 
dom in its best sense than myself, but it 
is essential for the State to control certain 
activities. Professional organisations con- 
sist of members who set themselves out to 
serve the public; the State, therefore, 
should fix the scope of their operations 
and their remuneration. At present it does 
neither. They are a law unto themselves. 

Some professional organisations are 
chartered—that is, they have obtained 
from His Majesty’s Privy Council a cor- 
porate recognition of their activities, but 
there is this anomaly, that another asso- 
ciation may be formed which covers much 
of the same ground without such corporate 
recognition. ‘The charter does not confer, 
as it does in some cases, exclusive rights 
or privileges. A charter granted to a 
town, making it a municipal corporation, 
does confer such exclusive rights and 
privileges. The reason for this appears to 
be that those exclusive rights and privi- 
leges could not be granted without doing 
injustice to those who practised in the 
same business but had not availed them- 
selves of the privilege of membership, or 
perhaps were considered unqualified for 
inclusion. 

From these considerations it appears that 
no association of the kind should be 
allowed to be formed without the sanction 
of the proper authority. To meet the diffi- 
culty the architects have obtained a Regis- 
tration Act which will have the effect of 
preventing any such practitioner from 
describing himself as an architect unless 
he has registered within a prescribed 
period. 

One of the functions of the Federal 
Council of the professions which I envisage 
would be to advise the Privy Council on 
any application for a charter, as to 
whether the proposed association was 
redundant or whether it would be justified 
in view of some new specialised develop- 


‘ ment for which a separate body would be 


in the public interest. . 

The Privy Council doubtless follows its 
precedents, as the judges do. It has laid 
down one rule of great interest in this 
connection. The Institution of Municipal 
and County Engineers applied to the Privy 
Council for a. charter, which was refused 
on the ground that the nature of the work 
of the Civil Engineers and the Municinal 
and County Engineers was of a similar 
character, the only difference being that 
the one body was composed of officials 
entirely, and the other of officials and 
private practitioners. A very sound prin- 
ciple. which will tend to stop the needless 
multiplication of ad hoc bodies. 

Officials will have to continue to work 
with private practitioners in the same insti- 
tution. The former will increase, the latter 
decrease, and every such institution will 
be wise to apportion its privileges and 
representation equitably between the two 
sections. It is probable that many Asso- 
ciations will become wholly controlled by 
the State. A. W. Crampton, F.S.I. 


Holidays with Pay; Wet and Broken Time. 
To tHe. Eprror or The Builder. 


Srr,—We are supposed to be going 
to ‘replan for a better. world ™ after 
the war. As the building trade is 
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probably the largest industry which 
has gaps of short wages due to bad 
weather and irregularity of work, I 
suggest that it is more important to 
plan for incomes first. It is of no 
use having beautifully planned houses 
and towns if their occupfers are 
periodically hard up. 

Let the building trade, with the backing 


‘of the Government, formulate at once a 


contributory scheme covering all workers, 
so that time’ lost owing to bad weather 
can be made up from a fund, and also 
holidays with pay. 

The smaller firms would also welcome 
this, as under present conditions small 
master men cannot shut down, and often 
get no holidays at all. Under a uniform 
system of holidays with pay any ‘firm 
could shut. down fora week without fear 
of losing their men. 

The L.M.B.A. and the Unions could get 
busy now. It should be easy to evolve a 
scheme which is self-supporting and not 
complicated. : 

Smatt ConrRAcTor. 

*,* We believe that both our correspon- 
dent’s suggestions are under consideration 
by the master builders’ and operatives’ 
organisations.—Ep. x 


Cost-Plus v. Other Contracting Methods, 
To tHE Epitor or The Builder. 
Sir,—Reading your leading article- 
on “An Analysis of the Industry?” 
and the letter from Mr. R. V. Boughton 
on the above essentially important 
subject, both in your issue of August 


’ 28, must cause to many, as it does to 


me, a feeling of confidence that you 
have opened your pages to knowledge- 
able and forceful discussion on matters 
of national interest and of vital 
importance to the industry. 

I in no ‘way question the authority of | 
Mr. R. V. Boughton, but there is one 
matter which he has not discussed 
(although doubtless he knows all about it), 
which is that the cost-plus method has a 
strong tendency to avoid “‘ skimping ’’ of 
work, and particularly concrete work, in 
such vital construction as roads, etc. It is 
not necessary for a contractor to have 
another ‘‘ battle of wits’’ over the 


_ subject of quality of work, and the release 


of some of the ‘‘ staff-#rmies”’ of sur- 
veyors, etc., would, as Mr. Boughton sug- 
gests,- cause much better supervision of 
work. KenrisH BurILpbEr. . 


Economy in Materials. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 
Sir,—As the recent circular. of the 
Ministry of Works and Planning, dis- 
couraging the use of tarmacadam on their 
roads, appears to have been misunder- 
stood, I am writing to say that a deputa- 
tion, representing the various Associations 
appended to this letter has recently been 
received by the Ministry, It was made 
clear that the circular referred to the less 
important roads. on uhdertakings of the 
Ministry, and has no reference to publi¢ 
roads, about which the Ministry of War 
Transport has already issued a circular. 
Cectn Martin, 

Chairman of Deputation to Ministry 
of Works and Planning, represent- 
ing :—British Limestone (Road 
stone) Federation, British Tar- ; 
paviors’ Federation, British Slag 
acadam Federation, British Gran- 
ite and Whinstone Federation, 

British Road Tar Association. 


48, Frederick’s-place, E.C.2. 
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THE UTHWATT COMMITTEE’S FINAL 
REPORT 
COMPENSATION AND BETTERMENT 


THe Final Report of the Uthwatt 
Committee was published as a Com- 
mend Paper (No. 6386) on September 
10. The Committee was set up by Lord 
Reith in January, 1941, to examine the 
problems of compensation and better- 
ment in respect of public control and 
uce of land, and to advise what steps 
hould be taken to prevent the work 
* post-war reconstruction being preju- 
ed. In their Interim Report pub- 
hed in June, 1941, the Committee 
ommended that the Government 
juld forthwith declare as a general 
nciple that compensation in respect, 
the public acquisition or public 
itrol of land would not exceed sums 
sed on the standard of values at 
{rch 81, 1939. and that steps should 
taken at an early date to set up a 
itral Planning Authority which 
shuld have power to control building 
ari all other development throughout 
th: country with a view to preventing 
work being undertaken which might 
be prejudicial to reconstruction. On 
Juiy 17, Lord Reith announced in the 
House of Lords the Government’s 
acceptance of these recommendations 
subject, to certain qualifications. In 
their Final Report the Committee 
make recommendations of a positive 
character designed to provide a basis 
upon which National Planning may 
proceed. 

The Committee make two assump- 
tions upon the positive aspects of 
planning upon which their recommen- 
dations are based. The first assump- 
tion is that National Planning is 
intended to be a reality and a perma- 
nent feature of the administration of 
the internal affairs of the country, 
directed to ensuring that the best use 
is made of land with a view to secur- 
ing the economic efficiency of the 
community and the well-being of the 
individual. The second assumption is 
that the system they regard as neces- 
sary for effective reconstruction is 
National Planning with a high degree 
of initiation and control by the 
Central Planning Authority, basing 
its action on organised research and 
having the backing of national re- 
sources. The Committee further state 
that their recommendations are 
directed to providing a permanent 
solution for planning problems, and 
to securing that where property is 
taken compulsorily, fair compensation 
is paid, and that they have tried to 
make recommendations which are 
capable of immediate adoption, and 
which do not interfere unnecessarily 
with the economic life of the country 
or with individual enterprise. 
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Main Recommendation. 

The first and main recommenda- 
f the Committee relates to land 

outside built-up areas. The recom- 

Mendition is that the State should 

acquire all rights of development in 


tion 


land outside built-up areas (subject to 
certain exceptions) on payment of fair 
compensation; that such compensation 
should be fixed as a single sum for the 
whole country and divided amongst 
owners whose land commands a de- 
velopment value in proportion to the 
respective development values of their 
land at March 31, 1939, it being 
recommended that a supplemental 
fund should be set up to meet excep- 
tional cases. That acquisition is to be 
coupled with a compulsory power of 
acquiring the land itself when wanted 
either for public purposes or approved 
private development. Control of de- 
velopment passes from the landowner 
to the State. In form the initial acqui- 
sition of the development rights is 
carried through by placing a restric- 
tion upon development, except: under 
the authority of the Central Planning 
Authority, i.e., against treatment as 
building land or diversion to indus- 
trial purposes. If and when approved 
development is to take place the land 
itself will be purchased by the 
State at its then fair value (the de- 
velopment value which has already 
been paid for being disregarded) and 
where private development is in ques- 
tion the land will be leased to the 
developer. The adoption of this scheme 
(the ‘‘ development rights scheme ’’) 
will, in the view of the Committee, 
facilitate the operation of a positive 
policy for agriculture, the improve- 
ment of road systems and _ public 
services, the preservation of beauty 
spots and coastal areas, the reserva- 
tion of green belts, and control over 
the expansion of existing towns and 
cities, the establishment of satellite 
towns, and the planned location of 
industry in new areas. Until the land 
itself is required for purposes of 
development, the landowner remains 
in possession and control, save only 
that he may not ‘ develop.” 

Suggestions are made under which, 
if the principle of the scheme is 
accepted, it} may be brought into im- 
mediate operation. 


Built-up Areas. 

With respect. to built-up areas the 
substance of the Committee’s recom- 
mendations is that, with a view to the 
due execution of planning policy, 
Planning Authorities should be given 
power compulsorily to purchase: 
(a) war-damaged areas and obsolete 
or unsatisfactory areas which need 
reconstruction as a whole; and (b) 
land which is not being developed in 
accordance with a planning scheme, 
with a view to disposition in favour of 
private developers or with a view to 
development themselves. Compulsory 
powers of acquisition in advance of 
requirements and for purposes of rein- 
statement, are also recommended. 

The Committee recommend generally 
that when land has once passed into 
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public ownership it’ should be disposed 
of by way of lease only and not by way 
of sale. 

The Committee point out that it is 
outside their terms of reference to con- 
sider to what extent the cost of post- 
war reconstruction and modernisation 
inside towns should fall on local 
resources, or the extent, if any, to 
which it should fall on national funds, 
but state that this question calls for 
immediate consideration. 

With this recommendation there 
must be read the Committee’s former 
recommendation, in their Interim 
Report, as to control of building or 
other developments with a view to pre- 
venting work being done which might 
be prejudicial to reconstruction, and 
their later recommendation as to the 
imposition of a life on nonconforming 
buildings and uses. 


Betterment. 

On the subject of betterment, the 
history of the attempts to secure better- 
ment is gone into exhaustively. With 
a view to collecting betterment, the 
Committee recommend a scheme for a 
periodic levy on increases in annual 
site values. The basis of the scheme is 
that site values should be ascertained 
quinquennially by the machinery used 
for rating purposes, and that a percent- 
age of the increase (the figure sug- 
gested is 75 per cent.) should be levied 
and should be paid by the person 
actually enjoying or capable of realis- 
ing the increased value. The proposal 
will not affect land subject to the 
‘development rights scheme ”’ men- 
tioned above until that land is “ de- 
veloped.” 

The Committee also recommend that 
wide powers of purchasing land for 
purposes of recoupment should be con- 
ferred upon Local Authorities. 

The recommendations as to the pro- 
cedure for obtaining and exercising 
compulsory powers of acquisition are 
technical in character. The point is to 
secure speed. 


Compensation. 

Numerous recommendations are 
made with respect to the assessment of 
compensation on compulsory acquisi- 
tion and for injurious affection. These 
again are largely technical in charac- 
ter. Market value remains the basis, 
but an important qualification, is 
recommended, namely, that any in- 
creased value or element, of value due 
to the public demand (i.e., demand for 
land by local or other public authori- 
ties or statutory undertakers) should 
be eliminated. Other recommendations 
are that the ‘‘ 1939 ceiling ”’ should be 
continued until the site value scheme 
referred to in earlier part of text has 
come into operation; and that a ten- 
year “‘ life ’’ should be placed on obso- 
lete buildings for the purposes of the 
Housing Act, 1936, and that where a 
‘life’ is placed on a nonconforming 
building or use in accordance with a 
later recommendation of the Commit- 
tee, that “‘life’’ shall be taken into 
account for purposes of compensation. 

With respect to the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1932, the Com- 
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mittee recommend that the power of 
the Central Planning Authority to 
exclude compensation in respect of 
restrictions should not be limited, as 
at present, to particular provisions 
specified in the Act, but that (subject 
to certain general directions, and four 
particular exceptions) it should be 
general; that the planning authority, 
subject to an appeal to the official 
arbitrator, should have power to place 
a ‘life’ on ‘‘ nonconforming ”’ build- 
ings and uses, with a view to securing 
conformity without compensation at 
the expiration of that “‘ life,” and that 
if conformity is required before the 
expiration of that “ life,’”’ compensa- 
tion should be assessed only by refer- 
ence to the remainder of the “ life.”’ 

The Committee are not agreed upon 
one proposal, but put it forward for 
consideration. This proposal is that 
all land in the country should be con- 
verted into leasehold interests for such 
a uniform term of years as might 
reasonably, without payment of com- 
pensation, be regarded as equitable, 
and subject to such conditions, enfor- 
cible by re-entry, as might be applic- 
able under planning schemes. 
Central Planning Authcrity. 

The Committee give their views as to 
the form which the Central Planning 
Authority should assume. They sug- 
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gest that there should be a Minister 
for National Development, who should 
have no departmental cares, but should 
have at his disposal a highly qualified 
staff informed as to economic condi- 
tions and competent to put forward 
proposals for consideration. They sug- 
gest that the planning functions of 
the Ministry of Works and Planning 
should be transferred to this new 
Minister, who should have charge of 
the ‘‘ development rights scheme.” 
The administration of planning func- 
tions and of the “‘ development rights 
scheme”? might, in the view of the 
Committee, be put into the hands of 
a Commission on the lines of the War 
Damage Commission with a permanent 
chairman, the other members being 
persons who, by their experience of 
public affairs and their knowledge of 
the needs of industry or land utilisa- 
tion, would enstire common-sense ad- 
ministration. The control of the 
Minister, and, with that, control by 
Parliament, would be secured by giving 
the Minister power to issue directions 
to the Commission. 


One member of the Committee dis- 
sents upon the question of the elimi- 
nation of the public demand in the 
ascertaining of market value, and criti- 
cises the scheme for levying increases 
in annual site value. 


WAR DAMAGE COMMISSION 


SCOPE OF AMENDMENT ACT AND 
PRESENT POSITION. 

SPEAKING at a Press conference on 
September 7, the Chairman of the War 
Damage Commission (Mr. A. M. 
Trustram Eve, K.C.) said that, at an 
earlier meeting he had dealt with an 
important stage in the Commissioners’ 
operations—the acquaintance of the 
public with the lines it was proposed 
to follow in carrying out the duty laid 
upon the Commission by Section 7 of 
the War Damage Act, 1941. Under 
that section the Commission’s powers 
constituted, and still constitute, one of 
the principal deterrents against hasty 
and ill-advised rebuilding in badly 
raided towns where the occurrence of 
war damage had opened up the pros- 
pect of carrying out replanning and 
redevelopment’ needed in the public 
interest. Up to the present the London 
County Council and 36 cities and towns 
had availed themselves of the protec- 
tion afforded by that section against 
the possibility of haphazard recon- 
struction which might well prejudice 
their proper and necessary plans for 
the future. 


The Chairman continued: I have 
invited you here mainly for two 
reasons. In the first place to give you 


up-to-date information on the payment 
of war damage claims, and secondly 
to mention one or two provisions of 
the new War Damage (Amendment) 


Act, 1942. 


83 Per Cent. Claims Settled and Paid. 
Regular weekly figures of work done 

are prepared for my information. Ac- 

cording to them, the Commission has 


up to August 28, 1942, received 593,755 
claims in respect of which payments 
of money were due from the Commis- 
sion so soon as the claims could be 
checked. These we call “‘live”’ claims. 
It should be clearly understood that 
this figure only relates to cases in 
which repair work has actually been 
done by the owner and does not take 
account of buildings which have been 
repaired by local authorities. More- 
over, it bears no relation to the num- 
ber of individual properties covered by 
these claims—it is well known that 
works to one building frequently in- 
volve more than one claim. On the 
other hand, many claims for repairs 
relate to a number—sometimes a large 
number—of properties in the same 
ownership. Of these claims 495,151, or 
83 per cent., had on August 28, 1942, 
been settled and the money paid. By 
to-day we have passed the half-million 
in numbers of cheques. No accurate 
statistics are kept of those additional 
cases where payments on account are 
made pending final settiement, since 
our object is to finish the claim. Add- 
ing in these cases would bring the 
percentage up to about 87 per cent. 
In a large organisation such as that 
of the Commission there must inevit- 
ably be times when work on a claim 
cannot be started immediately on 
receipt. At the present time (how long 
this will last I cannot, of course, guess) 
work starts on the great majority of 
claims within a day or two of receipt. 
We regard a claim as in “ arrear”’ if 
work on it cannot be started within 
three weeks. At present there are only 
3,953 of such claims with the Commis- 
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sion and they are nearly all in three of 
our 16 offices. Complaints of delay  n- 
evitably arise. Some of them are fully 
justified. I am not going to prom’se 
that there will not be mistakes in ‘he 
future, nor do I say that there has »o0t 
been undue delay in individual ceses 
in the past. But I do say that, in he 
great majority of unsettled cases, th2re 
is either no fault on either side (e g., 
the case is complicated) or the cas: is 
waiting for a reply from the claim int 
to some necessary query. 

At a previous Conference I said t iat 
claims were at that time being paic at 
the rate of 15,000 per week. The : ate 
is not quite so high at present, because 
we have completed the arrears of the 
large number of simple claims. 3ut 
that the number of claims paid is - tilj 
high is shown by the fact that ast 
week in one office (our largest) cver 
2,000 claims were paid and that tl ree 
other offices each paid over 1.000 
claims. 


Late Notifications. 

There is one astonishing circumstince 
to which I would like again to draw vour 
special attention. It refers particulurly 
to Greater London. Despite the fact that 
there has been no serious raid on London 
since May of last year, Londoners in large 
numbers are still reporting to us for the 
first time damage to their houses or land. 
This despite the fact that the country was 
informed by Press and wireless last De- 
cember that such notifications of damage 
should reach us within 30 days of the 
damage, and a warning was given that 
any which arrived late after the end of 
the year would have to be accompanied by 
a satisfactory explanation of their late- 
ness. In the country the warning appears 
to have been heeded. In London still 
they come, in some cases many months, in 
others over a year, late. Sometimes the 
explanations are good. Sometimes they 
certainly are not. 

A further stage in the Commission’s 
operations is marked by the Royal Assent, 
on August 6, to the War Damage (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1942. The Commission and its 
principal officials have been able to advise 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
Treasury on many of the important provi- 
sions embodied in this Act. So far as we 
are concerned with it, the provisions are 
based upon experience of the working of 
the original Act. Indeed, certain parts of 
it merely give statutory authority, in 
order to remove any doubt, for some of 
the decisions already announced in the 
Commission’s Practice Notes. Its passage 
through both Houses was in the main an 
uneventful one, and public and Press 
opinion appeared to be mainly concerned 
with two phases of the Parliamentary pro- 
cedings. The first was the decision that 
the risk period should be extended indef- 
nitely without any present alteration in 
the number and rate of contributions, a 
matter.of Government policy with which, 
of course, the Commission is not con- 
cerned. The second, a discussion on the 
proposal to widen the present liabilities of 
mortgagees for a share of contributions. 
With this matter, also, the Commission 
has no official concern. 

Apart from certain technical points to 
which I do not propose to refer there are 
some important new provisions in the 
Amendment Act which are likely to be of 
interest. For instance, the public in many 
towns have observed the piles of dcbris 
on the sites of bombed buildings. Those 
heaps of ruins which have become !ittle 
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more than a matter of passing comment to 
them represent something more to the 
owner and the Commission. Some people 
seem to believe that if a building has been 
ombed down or badly knocked about, the 
mains automatically become the property 
f the State. That is not so, and it is 
‘ry important that this misunderstanding 
1ould be removed. Of course, the mate- 
als lying about on the site may be taken 
y the authorities acting under emer- 
cy powers, but otherwise they remain 
1e property of the owner to dispose of to 
tie best advantage. Frequently they are 

* considerable value either as scrap or 
for subsequent re-use, and it is quite fair 
tiat if the owner receives or could receive 
oney for them, their value should be 
tiken into account in assessing the amount 

* the owner’s compensation. That is laid 

own in the original Act. But there is a 
farther point. An owner may carry out 
temporary repairs to his property for 

hich the Commission pays. Sooner or 
] ter the materials used for this purpose 

ill, when permanent works are done, be- 

me available for disposal by the owner, 

end similarly it is only fair that their 
salue should be set off against his final 
aim for compensation. This is provided 
r by the new Act. I hope all will 
realise that the Commission will expect 
edit for the fair scrap value of all these 
aterials. 
But complete clearance may have been 
carried out for a variety of reasons—for 
ublie safety, to safeguard public health, 
» recover twisted but still valuable steel, 
ind so on. Much of this work already 
mstitutes war damage under the original 
ct. But some does not, and in those 
ises any compensation to the owner 
ould be under the Compensation (De- 
nce) Act, 1939. The division between 
hat falls under the War Damage Act and 
what under the 1939 Act is, however. 
ymetimes very difficult to determine, and 
ie Amendment Act gives the Commission 
ower, with the consent of the Treasury, 
in proper cases to give owners the benefit 
of the doubt and so simplify the presenta- 
tion of their claims by treating the clear- 
ance as war damage. 

One general word, relating particularly 
to steel, on this question of salvage from 
damaged buildings. One frequently hears 
public expressions of surprise that the 
steel has not been removed from such and 
such a building and converted into muni- 
tions. The short answer is that it would 
often be uneconomic—in the long run ex- 
tremely wasteful—to remove it. Build- 
ings which to the lay eye appear hope- 
lessly damaged are frequently repairable. 
Such of the steel as is rendered useless by 
the war damage can be, and is, removed. 
But it would be a serious mistake to ex- 
tract at scrap value that which is good. 
Administrative arrangements provide for 
proper consultation between the appro- 
priate authorities before steel is removed, 
and the rules followed may be briefly 
stated : In value payment cases all the 
steel which is recoverable may be taken; 
in cost of works cases, only that which 
may be extracted without prejudice to the 
future repair of the building. 
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Statutory Restrictions and Reduced 
Value. 

With the prospect of planned redevelop- 
ment after the war it was necessary to 
provide by statute and with some accu- 
racv in what circumstances a reduction in 
value due to statutory restrictions, such 
as building lines, improvement lines, and 
conpulsory purchases, should be paid for 
by the Commission out of war damage 
fuids or by the planning or local autho- 
rity out of their public moneys.  Parlia- 
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ment gave consideration to this matter 
and the result may be summarised as 
follows : If the statutory restriction (e.g., 
building line) was imposed by virtue of 
an Act passed before March 26, 1941 (date 
of War Damage Act, 1941), and was actu- 
ally in force against a particular property 
at the date of the bomb, its effect must 
be regarded in calculating the war damage 
value payment. But if the restriction was 
imposed at any time by a later Act, or if, 
although under a pre-March, 1941, Act, it 
became effective on a particular property, 
after the date of the damage to the par- 
ticular property, the restriction is disre- 
garded for war damage payments. Proper 
compensation will no doubt be paid in the 
latter cases, but not out of war damage 
funds. 

There will be a welcome in gardening 
and sporting circles for another of the 
new provisions. Suppose a shed on an 
allotment, a scouts’ hut, or a cricket 
pavilion has been destroyed by a bomb. 
The people who put it up may have only 
a short tenancy, or may even be there 
only by courtesy. They have a right to 
remove it, or may be required to do so, 
at any time. Up to now the owner, or 
owners, of those buildings have had no 
right of claim if the buildings are totally 
destroyed. Provision is now made that in 
future they may receive a portion of the 
value payment. 

A new class of owner—the owners of 
rent charges, fee farm rents, chief rents, 
feu duties and ground annuals—is brought 
into benefit by the new Act. The southern 
part of the country, probably, is little 
concerned with this subject, but in the 
north, particularly in Lancashire, as well 
as in Bristol, Scotland and Northern Ire- 
land, it is an important factor in the 
ownership of real property. The correct 
method of dealing with it caused the 
framers of the Amendment Bill much 
thought, and it was not until the measure 
had reached the House of Lords that a 
formula was devised. The provision is 
extremely complicated, but I will take 
the risk of attempting to summarise its 
principal points in a few words. Where 
the destruction of a building reduces the 
value of the property to a point at which 
its annual value is less than the annual 
rent charge, the owner of the rent charge 
may get a share of the freeholder’s value 
payment on certain conditions, the chief 
of which are :— 

1. That the re-erection on the site of 
a building which will provide sufficient 
security for the rent charge is unlikely 
within a reasonable period ; 

2. That having received a share of the 
value payment sufficient to compensate 
him for the reduction of the rent charge 
to such a sum as is secured by the 
annual value of the hereditament in its 
state after the damage, the rent-charge 
owner shall permanently reduce the 
rent-charge to this latter amount. 

The position is rendered somewhat more 
complicated by the way in which rent 
charges are superimposed one on another, 
the land cut up, or the charges appor- 
tioned, but I hope I have made the 
general principle underlying the amend- 
ment clear. It does safeguard the person 
who has invested in a rent charge from a 
real permanent capital loss. But it does 
not provide compensation for a temporary 
loss of all security, or for a reduction in 
the ‘‘ margin.” 


The Case of “ Hybrid ’’ Payments. 

From the Commission’s administrative 
point of view one of the main provisions 
of the Amendment Act is that which 
authorises what we here are calling 
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‘‘hybrid’’ payments. Hitherto there have 
been (excluding temporary works pay- 
ments) only two kinds of payment—cost 
of works and value payments. Yet quite 
obviously there must be cases in which the 
sensible thing to do would be to restore 
a building partially and build something 
else elsewhere in place of the part which 
it is not desirable to repair. For instance, 
you might have a factory in which some 
process possibly harmful either from a 
safety or amenity point of view has been 
carried on on the second floor. The build- 
ing has been damaged, and it would have 
been in accordance with the original Act 
to restore the building on its original site. 
On the other hand, common sense indi- 
cates that the unpleasant or dangerous 
process should be operated in some other 
building. In such circumstances we are 
now empowered to pay for the cost of 
repair in so far as repair is carried out, 
and to give, in addition, a cash payment 
representing the difference in value, at 
March, 1939, values between the factory 
as it has been repaired and the value it 
had before the bombing. This, I think, 
will be found to be much more generous 
than the provisions of the Act as they 
formerly stood. 

This sane arrangement is peculiarly well 
designed for meeting those cases where a 
local authority steps in and acquires a 
property which is only partly restored. 
We must then pay a cost of works pay- 
ment for what has already been done, and 
a cash sum of the value payment kind 
assessed by reference to the value of the 
property as it was at the time of the com- 
pulsory acquisition. The local authority, 
of course, would acquire the property at 
its value in the state in which it stands. 

A new safeguard introduced concerns 
the person who buys damaged property in 
the expectation, perhaps based on profes- 
sional advice, that it will attract a cost 
of works payment. That expectation 
might, at the time of the purchase, be a 
perfectly just one. But circumstances 
might arise—in respect of the public 
interest, for instance, or of a change of 
business policy—which would render it 
desirable that a value payment should 
apply, or that a hybrid payment should 
be made. In such a case that payment 
will go, as in equity it should, to the 
purchaser, instead of being vested, as it 
formerly would have been, in the vendor 
as the person owning the property at the 
time of the damage. This is a fair provi- 
sion, for the vendor will already have re- 
ceived from the purchaser a price which 
has taken into consideration the fact that 
there is a right attaching to the building 
of having it restored at the expense of the 
Commission had it remained as a cost of 
works case. In such transactions of this 
kind as have taken place before the pass- 
ing of the new Act the Commission has 
to do what it can to arrive at an equitable 
settlement between the parties. This pro- 
vision only applies if the Commission in 
the public interest or at request of the 
owners, or if there is a purchase by an 
acquiring authority, makes a value pay- 
ment where the normal test under the Act 
gives a cost of works payment. It does 
apply if the Commission makes the normal 
kind of payment, and therefore it does 
not protect a person who wrongly esti- 
mates what will be the normal kind of 
payment. The risk of this can be pro- 
vided for in the terms on which the sale 
is effected. 

When the original Act was framed, the 
National Trust and the National Trust of 
Scotland were, at their own request, ex- 
cluded from its operations. What has 
happened to the Assembly Rooms at Bath, 
for example, has shown the necessity for 
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some modification of this arrangement 
which the Amendment Act has made. In 
a number of cases National Trust pro- 
perty is let on terms which give the lessees 
a proprietary interest. In future, only 
those properties in which either of the two 
Trusts has the sole proprietary interest 
will be excluded. Where, and in so far 
as, there are leases to other persons or 
bodies, the properties will come under the 
Acts in the ordinary way. 


CENTRAL COUNCIL 


Tue Second Conference of the 
Central Council of Civic Societies was 
held at Lancaster House, St. James’s, 
London, on July 8. The Rt. Hon. the 
Viscount Esher presided. The follow- 
ing Societies were represented : — 

The London Society : Lord Esher (President), 
Miss E. Bright Ashford (Hon. Treasurer), and 


Miss L. G. Crum (Secretary). ‘ 
Bath Preservation Trust: Mr. T. Sturge Cot- 


terell, M.B.E. (Chairman). 
Boston Preservation Trust: The Rev. Canon 


Cook (Chairman). : : é 
Council for the Preservation of Ancient Bristol : 


Mr. Wilfrid Leighton, F.S.A, (Vice-Chairman). 

Cambridge Preservation Society: Mr. H. J. 
Fyjis Walker (Secretary). A ile 

The Dorking and Leith Hill District Preser- 
vation Society: Miss Richardson Evans and 
Mr. D. H. McMorran (Secretary). : 

The Guildford Society: Mr. F. E. Box (Secre- 


tary). ‘ tee . 
The Leicester Society : Mrs. Skillington (Secre- 

tary). : ’ 
Manchester Civic Advisory Committee: Miss 

Margaret Pilkington (Secretary). z 
Merseyside Civic Society : Mr. Bertram Nelson 


(Secretary). 
The Mitcham Society: Alderman Gaston 
(Chairman), Mrs. Breckin (Secretary). 
Oxford Preservation Trust : Miss FitzRandolph 
(Secretary). 
The Wisbech Society: Mr. Penrose 
man), Mrs. G. C. Munday (Secretary). 
Miss Richardson Evans also held a brief for 
Glasgow Tree Lovers and messages had been re- 
ceived from the Edinburgh, Birmingham, and 
Durham Societies, regretting inability to send a 
representative. Although no recent communica- 
tion had been received from the Societies at 
Newcastle-on-T'yne, Coventry, Norwich and Col- 
chester, there was no reason to suppose that any 
of these societies had ceased to exist. 


In his opening address the Chairman 
said: There is a school of thought 
which demands that we should concen- 
trate our minds entirely upon winning 
the war and not allow our thoughts to 
stray to what will happen after it is 
won. I personally do not share that 
view. There are many people who can 
very well spare a part of their time 
to contemplate the future, and the 
Government itself, by. appointing a 
Minister, Sir William Jowitt, to organ- 
ise post-war reconstruction, has shown 
that it does not wish to be caught, as 
the Government was caught last time, 
without any plans for peace. The 
Office of Works has just, by legislation, 
been converted into an office of admin- 
istrative planning, and local authori- 
ties are busily engaged in devising 
plans for the reconstruction of devas- 
tated cities. 

In this capital city the London 
County Council has appointed Pro- 
fessor Abercrombie to prepare a plan 
for the reconstruction of Greater 
London. The City Council are thinking 
of their own area—the small area of 
the City—and unofficial bodies like the 
Royal Academy and the R.I.B.A. Com- 
mittees are producing elaborate and 
detailed plans of their own. No doubt 
in your own cities similar activities are 
taking place. 

It is clear, therefore, that it would be 
very unwise for the Civic Societies to 


(Chair- 
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Outstanding Claims. 

In response to questions raised on claims 
which had been outstanding since May of 
1941, the Chairman said that inquiry had 
revealed that such cases often arose from 
a misconception as to what a claim con- 
sisted in. A claim dated from the time 
that details of the work of repair executed 
were submitted on the approved form, 
and not from the date the notification of 
damage went in. 


OF CIVIC SOCIETIES 


ignore all this and to take no part in the 
vital decisions that will have to be reached. 
The reason for the existence of these 
societies is to keep a sharp eye upon all 
those officials who are proposing to arrange 
our lives for us after the war. They think 
they know the sort. of city we ought to have, 
and it is for us to tell them the sort of 
city we really want. The opportunity is 
a great one. Those cities which have 
been bombed are forced to consider plan- 
ning and reconstruction. The cities that 
have not been kombed have been awakened 
by the unpleasant revelations of evacuation 
to realise that their slum conditions 
cannot be allowed to continue. The 
ground is well prepared for wide reforms 
in the planning of our great urban com- 
munities. But the official world cannot 
be trusted in these matters. It has too 
little respect for beauty and too much 
regard for the rates. We shall not get 
the cities we want unless the Civic 
Societies create a strong body of public 
opinion to guide and control the authori- 
ties who will carry out their instructions. 
Every Society will, of course, be the best 
judge of the lines on which its activities 
should proceed. Some, like Liverpool and 
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Oxford, will ,roduce a plan of their owr; 
some, like the Londoa Society, will give 
expert criticism to the planning of other 
people. 

Recently, on the invitation of Sir Edw'n 
Lutyens, the President of the Roy 
Academy, the London Society visited t). 
Academy and examined with a critic 
eye the details of their plans. We sh: 
do the same with Professor Abercrombi« 
plan when it is ready, and the Ci: 
Council have promised to consult us befo 
any vital decisions regarding the layo 
of the City of London area are made. B 
the essential thing which I would impre 
upon you is that these decisions, involvir ; 
the planning of your cities for generatio 
to come, should not be deferred or rema 1 
uncriticised, but should receive yo 
anxious attention. In London we e 
deavour to keep a close liaison with offici 
bodies and local authorities. If you a 
on good terms with them you can find o 
what is going on and can bring influen 
to bear on their plans. It is very i 
portant to include the Chairman of t 
local Planning Committee and also t 
architect who is likely to be employ: 
upon planning schemes in your cities 
members of the Civic Society. I do no 
think we should be satisfied unless we fe« 
that the Civic: Societies are being mai 
influential in the creation of planning a 
reconstruction in their own particular 
cities. 

What sort of cities do we want? Every 
city has its own problems, character, and 
ambitions. Nevertheless, I think there 
are certain objectives that all cities have 
in common, and it may clear the ground 
if I briefly state them. To begin with the 
practical side, we all desire to do away 
with bad housing, to eliminate those slum 
areas which are such a disgrace to our 
civilisation. We all desire the traffic 
problem to-be so arranged that we can 
move about comfortably within our city 
areas. We need accessible parking places 
for motor cars, and in these modern days 
we must be on the look-out for a place 
which can be used as an airport. Every 
city needs open spaces for the recreation 
of its citizens and playgrounds for its 
children. There should also be a municipal 
theatre and a municipal concert hall. All 
over the country our schools are hope- 
lessly old-fashioned and out of date—bleak 
places, with no sun and with asphalt 
yards. They should be rebuilt with 
modern amenities, including gymnasiums 
and swimming baths. Then on _ the 
esthetic side the use of trained architects 
should be obligatory and the layout of 
every area should be part of the plan for 
the city as a whole just as the design for 
a house should be part of the plan for the 
street as a whole. 

Those are the objectives which all cities 
have in common. The struggle to attain 
them will bring us into contact with the 
State, the Ministry of Transport. the 
Ministry of Health, the Board of Educa- 
tion. Therefore we shall exert much more 
influence if we stand together as a Council’ 
to fight for those things which we share in 
wanting—the irreducible minimum of 
civilised existence in the post-war world. 
I suggest to you, therefore, that when in 
due course the reconstructive plans reach 
that stage we should have concerted action 
to press upon the Government Depart- 
ments all “those practical and esthetic 
objectives which we hold in common for 
the urban communities we represént. ‘It is 
your own business to deal with the matters 
which are’ particular to you, as the citizens 
of your own city, but as a Council we can 
deal with those objects which we share in 
common. The drawing ‘up and presenta- 
tion of those general principles’ will need 
very careful consideration. 
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There are two other matters to which I 
should like to draw attention. The Society 
for the Protection of, Ancient Buildings, of 
which I am Chairman, has been holding a 
Conference to discuss the very difficult 
problem whether a bombed building of 
artistic or historical interest. should be 
restored or rebuilt. That Society, ever 
since it was founded by William’ Morris.in 
the nineteenth century, has opposed the 
faking restoration of damaged buildings or 
the erection of architecture in antique 

_ style. But, of course, it never contem- 
plated the wholesale damage that has 
recently taken place. ‘The Conference felt 
that the scores of.Wren churches ‘bombed 
in London and the ruin of such buildings 
as the Assembly Rooms in Bath require a 
fresh examination into the principles of 
the Society. When agreement has. been 
reached it is proposed to put the conclu- 
sions in a pamphlet suggesting how far the 
restoration’ and rebuilding of damaged 
ancient structures should go. 

In this connection I had an experience 
recently which may be of interest. I was 
invited by the City of Coventry to be a 
member of a small committee to advise 
them on the rebuilding of their bombed 
cathedral, of which only the tower and the 
outer walls remain. We went down there 
and examined the site very carefully, and 


it was clear that there were three alterna- ° 


tives open to the committee in any advice 
they might proffer. The first was to 
pull down the ruins that remain and build 
a new modern cathedral. The second was 
to rebuild the old cathedral, copying it 
exactly as it was before it was bombed. 
The third alternative was to keep the 
tower and the outer walls standing and to 
incorporate them in a building which, 
while not copying the old building, 
blended with the ruins and with the 
general style and -character of the cathe- 
dral. It was this last solution that we 
unanimously selected. Those three alterna- 
tives will arise in every case of a bombed 
building. Our recommendations were 
accepted by the local authorities of 
Coventry, who have wisely appointed Sir 
- Giles Gilbert. Scott, the architect of Liver- 
pool Cathedral, to make plans incor- 
porating the remains of the walls. 

In conclusion, I should like to bring to 
your attention an activity which I think is 
well worthy of your Societies, namely, civic 
education for the older pupils in our 
schools. Very little effort is now made 
to instil either decent civic behaviour er 
proper civic pride.into young minds. 
Many uselegs things. are drilled into the 
minds ef school children, but they are 
rarely told not to drop paper about, not 
to pick flowers or damage trees; and 
surely the imagination of children should 
be stimulated both by the history and the 
development of the city in which they 
live and of which too often they are told 
nothing at all. I feel that if these ideas 
were successfully imposed upon local edu- 
cational authorities, or even upon the 
Board of Education itself, a more intelli- 
gent generation would grow up, eager to 
support your Civic Societies. 


B.S. Specifications. 
The British Standards Institution issue 


from 28, Victoria-street, S.W.1, ‘ the 
following specifications :— 


B.S. Specification for Substitute Paints, 


Exterior Finishing (B.S. No. 1057) (price 


2s. 3d. post free). : 
B.8.S. for Engineers’ Comparators for 
External Measurement (B.S. No. 1054) 
(price 2s. 2d. post free)? 
B.S.8S. for Water Paints and Distemper 
for Interior Use (B.S. No. 1053), 
2s, 3d. post free.) 


(Price 


> 
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WAR DAMAGE 
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 1942 


BY W. T. CRESWELL, K.C., HON. 
A.R.1.B.A., A.S.1., ETC. 


I, 
- Iv may be recalled that on the — 
into force of the War Damage Act, 194 
(‘the principal Act’’), I gave. in these 
columns a series of articles on its pro- 
visions. Since then, the War Damage 
(Extension of Risk Period) Act, 1941, ex- 
tended the risk period until August 31, 
1942. By the new Act, the last-named Act 


is repealed and the risk period referred to - 


in the principal Act is extended indefi- 
nitely. As was to be expected, the prin- 
cipal Act has undergone considerable 
amendment by modifications and additions 
specified in four supplementary schedules. 

The first schedule relates to provisions 
of the principal Act generally, The 
second deals with contributions under 
Part 1 of the. principal Act as between 
mortgagors and mortgagees, and landlords 
and tenants. The third relates to Part II 
of the principal Act which deals with 
certain schemes in connection with goods, 
private chattels, etc. The fourth schedule 
provides for the making of consequential 
amendments. 


The amending Act further provides (1) 
for -the punishment of any person giving 
false information with intent to obtain 
for himself or ‘any other person, any pay- 
ment in respect of war damage under the 
principal Act; (2) for the postponement of 
the laying before Parliament statements of 
payments and receipts; (3) for the pay- 
ments, otherwise than under policies, in 


CROFT ADAMANT 


GRANITE CONCRETE 


SPUN _PIPES 








Yin. to 72 in. Diameter 


JUNCTIONS, BENDS, TAPERS, 
MANHOLES, GULLIES 


Particulars and Prices from— 


CROFT GRANITE, BRICK & CONCRETE 
CO. LTD., CROFT, Near LEICESTER. 


Telephones: NARBOROUGH 2261-2-3 
London Office Transferred to- 


57, ROSEBERY AVENUE, LINSLADE, LEIGHTON BUZZARD. 
Telephone; LEIGHTON BUZZARD 3228. 


Branch Office ALWAYS S 12 FY 


ADAMANT 


Telephone: WIDNES 2656-7. 
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respect of goods insurable under the war 
risks (commodities) insurance scheme ; and 
(4) for the authorisation of the increase in 
Forments out of moneys provided by 

arliament, and, in sums te be paid into 
the Exchequer, etc. 


In the following brief notes we shall 
confine ourselves to a consideration of the 
first and second schedules only. 


First Schedule. 


Crause 1.—The amount of a payment of 
cost of works (that is in respect of works 
of repair actually executed) or value pay- 
ment (that is a payment for diminution in 
value, being the difference in value before 
damage and after damage) is to be reduced 
by an amount equal to the value of any 
scrap materials provided from the wreckage 
for use on the temporary works. The value 
is to be ascertained in accordance with 
regulations made by the Treasury... In 
case of dispute, no doubt the provision of 
Section 6 of the principal Act, which regu- 
lates the right of appeal against a deter- 
mination of the War Damage Commission 
of sapere as to works and value, will 
apply. 


Crause’ 2.—Where war damage is sus- 
tained to licensed premises, the value of 
the premises or of any interest therein is 
to be made on the assumption that the 
validity of the licence, and the prospect 
of renewal thereof, were “and would re- 
main, unaffected by the damage or by any 
circumstances connected therewith. 


Ciause 3.—By Section 3 (4) (5), in order 
to arrive at'a value payment, the actual 
market value of the hereditament (as at 
March 31, 1939) had to be calculated; first 
taking into account, amongst other things, 
“any restriction or liability imposed by 
or under an enactment, to which the 
hereditament was subject at that time, 
but free from any other incumbrance.’’ 
The words in quotation are substituted in 
the first schedule by the following : ‘‘.Any 
restriction imposed by of under an en- 
actment passed befors the passing of this 
Act, to which the hereditament was sub- 
ject at that time, but free-from any other 
incumbrance and without regard to any 
liability of the hereditament’ to become 
subject after that time to any restriction 
by virtue of any enactment.” This would 
appear to make it clear that the value of 
a site, subsequently to the demolition of 
the building upon it, is to be fixed at a 
value subject only to restrictions existing 
at the time of the demolition. It may then 
be necessary to take into account, restric- 
tion under the following :— 


The Public’ Health Acts, the London’ 
Buildings Acts, the Town ‘and Country 
Planning Act, 1932, and the Ribbon De- 
velopment Act, 1935. Under Section 34 
of the London Building Acts (Amendment) 
Act, 1939, if a building is pulled down or 
demolished over an area exceeding one-half 
of the aggregate of the superficial areas of 
the enclosures (excluding party walls) 
and of the roof and the floors of the build- 
ing, any structure completed on the re- 
mains constitutes a ‘‘ new building,’”’ and 
the effect of these pre-war Acts may be 
that, in rebuilding, the original building 
line would have to be set back also. 


Section. 3 (5) of the principal Act em- 
powers the Treasury to make regulations 
as to the value of certain hereditaments 
otherwise than by reference to value ‘‘ on 
a sale in the open market,”’ or of those 
having a value which could not be fully 
realised on such a sale. By Clause 3 (2) 
of the new Act the last 14 words. are 
omitted. : 


™ (T’o be continued.) 
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‘CANADIAN AND USS.A. 
BUILDING BOARDS 


DISTRIBUTION COMPANY FORMED. 


Associated Boards, Ltd., has recently 
been incorporated as the agent of. the 
Ministry of Supply (Paper Control) for the 
distribution of building boards of Cana- 
dian and U.S.A. origin imported on 
public account. Inquiries as to the avail- 
ability and use of different types of 
boards should be addressed: to the firms 
whose names and addresses are set out 
below, and who are sub-agents of Asso- 
ciated Boards, Ltd., or, if preferred, to 
Associated Boards, Ltd., at Oswaldestre 
House, 34-35, Norfolk-street, Strand, 
W.C.2. 

The boards imported are to be known 
as National Stock Building Boards,: and 
include the following types, the current 
control prices for which are as specified 
against each of them :— 


. Current Control Price, 
Delivered to Site. 


Type of Board. 
4 in. Insulation (Homogeneous) 
' Board “4 .. 2s, 84d. net, sq. yd. 
} in. Bitumen hampnated Board 2s. 34d. net, sq. yd. 
r at oe 


4 in. Hardboa: 54d. net, sq. ft. 
3,gin. Hardboard ds rs 63d. net, sq. ft. 
3,¢in. Laminated Wallboard . 

Up to 2,500 sq. ft. 2Pqd.. net; sq. ft. 
2,500-5,000 sq. ft. Qrqd. net, sq. ft. 

Over 5,000 sq. ft. 2d. net, sq. ft. 

In addition to the above, stocks of 4-in. 
laminated as well as -%-in. bituminous 


insulated boards are available. 

The above prices are subject to altera- 
tion without notice on the instructions of 
the Control. 

Substantial stocks are held available at 
convenient points throughout the country, 
and delivery for purposes of an essential 
character can be effected on receipt of 
authority to release by the Control. 


List or Firms :— 
/ The Merchant Trading Co., ' Ltd., 
Columbia House, 69, Aldwych, W.C.2. 

The TenTest.Fibre Board Co., Ltd., 
75, Crescent West, Hadley Wood, Barnet. 

Treetex, Ltd., Cecil Chambers, 76-86, 
Strand, W.C.2. 4 

Insulite Products Corporation, Ltd., 
Adelaide House, London Bridge, E.C.4- 

Masonite, Ltd., Bevis Marks House, 
Beyis Marks, E:C.3. 

Gliksten Doors, Ltd., Carpenters-road, 
Stratford, E15. 

The Wood-Fibre Wallboard Co., Blen- 
heim Wh-rf, Eagle Wharf-road, N.1. 

MacAfidrews & Forbes, Ltd., 2, Caxton- 
street, Westminster, 8.W.1. 

James . Webster & Bro, Ltd., 
“Tacoma,” Merrilocks-road, Blundell- 
sands, Liverpool 23. 


Fuel-saving Exhibition. 

The Minister of Fuel and Power, Major 
G. Lloyd George, gave an_ informal 
address at Harrods, last week; in connec- 
tion’ with the Fuel-saving Exhibition, 
which is on view there. e mayors of 
London boroughs, together’with the heads 
of the fuel industries and of other indus- 
tries and organisations concerned with fuel 
saving, were present, together with Lord 
Hyndley, Controller-General to the Minis- 
try of Fuel and Power, Mr. Tom Smith, 
and Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd, Joint Parlia- 
mentary Secretaries, and Capt. Charles 
Waterhouse, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Board of Trade. The Minister spoke 
on the need for co-operation between civic 
authorities, Ministries and industries con- 
cerned in the fuel-saving campaign, so 
that full weight may be given to its suc- 
cess throughout the country, Afterwards 
the Fuel Saving Exhibition was visited. 
It will remaiv: open to the public for some 
time. 
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THE LATE MR. D. H. JONES 


We i to record that Mr. D. H. Jones 
died guddenly at his home near High 
Wycombe, Bucks, on August 27. He had 
been associated with the building trade 
for over 40 years, and was co-inventor 
(with his brother, the late Mr. Daniel 
Palmer-Jones) of the patent tubular scaf- 
folding system. The two brothers in the 
early days of 1900 invented and perfected 
the first mechanical coupling to be used 
with timber pole scaffoldin » known as 
the ‘‘ Scaffixer,’’. and founded the first 
company, named the Patent Rapid Scaf- 
fold Tie Company, Ltd After a few 
years of planning and research, they made 
application for the first patent to cover a 


coupling to be used with steel.tubing, and _ 


to be known as patent steel tubular. scaf- 
folding, The Tubular Scaffolding Co., 
Ltd., was incorporated in 1920, and in 
1922 the name was changed to Messrs. 
Scaffolding (Great Britain), Limited, in- 
corporating both companies. 

Mr. Jones was keenly interested in golf, 
being a member of the Pollard’s Hill Golf 
Club for a number of years, serving on 
the committee, and being captain of the 
club for the years 1938 and 1939. Mr. 
Jones was also a member of the Lambeth 
Borough Council from 1931-1934. He 
took an active part in the management of 
the company since its incorporation, con- 
sequently his direction -will be greatly 
ca by “all who were associaed with 
im, 


Change of Address. 

The Reinforced Concrete Association, 
Ltd., has removed to York Mansion, 
94-98, Petty France, London, 8.W.1. 
Telephone ; Whitehall 9936. 








NOW LABOUR'S SCARCE 





AND INCREASE YOUR PROFIT 


by saving time on the job yet doing it Just as well. 
Prove for yourself how Manger’s Sugar Soap, the 
scientifically balanced cleanser, quickens and 


eases work, saving up to one-third of the time. © 


In paint cl g, its sp action enables 
quick washing down (without tears, if a cloth 
swab is used moderately wet); it remains wet 
and active much longer and, being completely 
soluble in the rinse down, work dries quickly 
and evenly. 

Safely removes even ingrained dirt. without 
the slightest harm to any good surface. 
Don't burn off and reprime work that is blistered or cracked 
part way. Fine down with waterproof abrasive and 
“MANGER’S.": Oneoperation only and repriming avoided. 








4d. & Gd. Cartons while available, 
LOOSE under new” Government’ regulation bat 
sure it ie MANGER'S. Wo coupons needed. 
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PLUMBING TRADES 
APPRENTICESHIP 


A meerinc of the Plumbing Trades 
National Apprenticeship Council, was held 
at the Institute of Plumbers, 81, Gower- 
street, W.C.1, on Tuesday, July 21. 
Mr. D. N. Griffiths, B.Sc., M.I. Mech.E 
was in the chair, and representatives of 
the following bodies were present: 
National Council for the Registration of 
Plumbers—Mr, E. J. Shea, Mr, H. W. 
Newman, Mr. W. Scott. Ministry of 
Labour—Mr. H. L. Mann. Institute of 
Plumbers—Mr. J, M. Goldthorp, Mr. 
R. J. Audrey, Mr. R. H. Meadows. 
Board of Education—Mr. J. L. Manson, 
H.M.I. Royal Institute of British Archi- 


tects—Mr. -L. Pearson, F.R.I.B.A. 
Royal Sanitary Institute—Dr. Charies 
Porter, B.Sc. Co-opted Member—Mr. 


Hugh Davies. Association of Technical 
Institutes—Mr. H. W. Mole, F.R.LB.A. 
(Hon. Secretary). Plumbers’, Glaziers’, 
Domestic Engineers’ Union—Mr. F. Hoey, 


The meeting devoted itself to the con- 
sideration of the report presented by the 
deputation to the Baucation Committee of 
the Central Council for Works and Build- 
ings. Mr. Manson further reported upon 
the work of the Committee with reference 
to Apprenticeship. The report was 
adopted, and the Secretary was instructed 
to send a copy to the Secretary of the 


* Central Council for Works and Buildings, 


again expressing their appreciation at the 
reception given to the deputation, and 
promising co-operation. 

The Secretary was then instructed to 
write to Mr. H. Blackman, the Secretary 
of the National Fedération ,of Plumbers 
and Domestic Engineers, and ask for-their 
support and co-operation in establishing 
further area councils under the Apprentice- 
ship Scheme, to-operate in the areas over 
which they have control. 

The next meeting will be held not later 
than October, dependent 7g receipt of 
further information from the Council of 
Works and Buildings. Consideration will 
then be given to the establishment of 
further area councils. 

Anra Rerorts.—Reports were presented 
from the following Areas :— 


No. inden- No.com- No. still 
Council. tured up pleted in 
to date, training. training. 
London por 194 110 63 
N.E. Lancs ... 217 144 71 
N.E. Coast ... 633 403 192 


INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 


FoLttow1nGc are the names of successful 
candidates in the Institute of Builders’ 
Licentiate and Associate Diploma exam- 
inations this year :— 


LICENTIATE DIPLOMA. 


©. D. Black, Jarrow. : 
J Pra Brown, Twicken- K, D. Peatce, Bristol. 
H, J. Cane, Oxford. Ri eid, Northwood. 
. Rodger, Glasgow. 
H. 8. Chafen, gs ¥. Rowley, London. 


V. W. Miller, Cambridge 


G. H. Cooley, Kir Quinton 
Sandall. Flamborou 
. gh. 
D. A. Davey, Tadworth. p/ J. Sale, New Malden. 
D. G. Davies, Wellng- 1, H. Sowden, Leicester. 
J. A. Davies, Haron is, A- E. Stevens, Welling. 
PLR. Se. 0G > J. Thornton, Frecken- 
Carshalton Beeches. Nien ’ 
BR. F. Green, Fakenham. yy ‘Turner, Stamford. 
¥. H. Halste, Leeds. a. ©. J. Tye, London. 
G. 2 . W. Wilkinson, Lei- 
H. = bear Milton- ciate : 
under- Wychwood. E. A. Wright, London. 
re ph gga J. T. Wright, York. 

W. ©. Kerslake, Green- “: ¥. Wright, London. 
ford ASSOCIATE DIPLOMA. 
E. J. G. Lock, Almess, ¥ E. Davenport, 

8S. H. Leng, London. L.1.0.B., London. 
A. R. Madi , Bottesford. F.C. Priestley, L.I.0 B 
G. Massey, Silloth, Carshalton ~Beeches. 
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CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not 
included in thig list, see previous issues. 
Those with an asterisk are advertised in 
this number. The dates at the head of 
paragraphs are: thuse for the submission 
of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closin, 
date for applications; the name an 
address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING. 


SEPTEMBER 12. 
+isle of Ely C.C.—New dinner kitchen 
at Wisbech High School. D. Robson, 
County Architect, County Hall, March. 
Tender by Sept. 21. 


SEPTEMBER 14. 

Lint Mg etme soap of meg oa 

and building up window openings at four 
hospitals, Cit E. and = 

Manchester T.C.—Brick garages and 

N.F.S. control protection. City Archi- 

tect, Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 


SEPTEMBER ‘18. 

North Antrim E.C.—Pump-house .and 
store. R. Robinson, Town Hall, Bally- 
money. 

Orpington U.D.C.—Alteration to form a 
water tank tower at Institution. Council’s 
E. and §8., 46, Bark Hart-rd. Dep. £1 1s. 


SEPTEMBER 19, 


Banstead U.D.C.—Additions to N.F.S. 
accommodation. S., Council House, 
Brighton-rd.,: Banstead. Dep. £1 1s. * 

Mountain Ash _ U.D.C.—Repair and 
reinstatement of two houses. Thomas 
by and Sons,’ 24, Clifton-st., Aber- 
are. hs 

Salford T.C.—Construction of police 
boxes. City E, ° 

West Riding C.C.—Works at (2) Linth- 
waite and (b) Marsden Schools. Divi- 
sional Clerk, 29, Standard House, Hud- 


dersfield. 
SEPTEMBER 21: 
Richmond T.C.—Conversion of Carring- 
ton Lodge, Sheen-rd., into Britis 
Restaurant. B.E, Dep., £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 22, 
Rochdale C.B.—Alterations and repairs 
to existing premises and erection of. 
garages for N.F.S. B.S. 


SEPTEMBER 25. 
Walthamstow E.C.—Erection of pre- 
fabricated hut with draimage, etc. Frank 
H. Heaven, (A), Old Monoux Building, 
High-st., E.17. 


SEPTEMBER 30. 


Dervock and_ District Co-operative 
Poultry Society, Ltd.—Construction of 
egg-grading store. R. Robinson, C.E., 
Town Hall, Ballymoney. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEA G, &c. 
SEPTEMBER 21, . 

Southport T.C.—External inti to 
housing schemes, B. E.’s Office, ‘Doen 
Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 

NO DATE. 

Debden R.D.C.—External senting of 
100 houses. §., Council Offices, Wood. 
bridge. 

Thornley Miners’ Welfare Institute.— 
Painting interior and exterior of 
remises. W. Atkin, Engineer’s Office, 
hornley Colliery, Thornley; Durham. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 
4 SEPTEMBER 17. 

_ Huddersfield C.B.— Construction of two 

intakes and laying of approx. two miles 

of 24 in, ©. 

reinforced concrete 6 “ey eta: J. P. 

Reveridge, Waterworks E., 24, Ramsden- 


st, . 
Stratford-on-Avon R.D.C. — Excavation 
and laying of 70 Pee of asbestos cement 
water main, together with connection to 
pump well and source of supply. H. J. 
Weeks, §., 11, Guild-st, 





I. pipes, one-sixth mile'18 in. - 
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ROAD, SEWERAGE AND WATER 
WORKS. 
SEPTEMBER 14. 
Wirral U.D.C.—Construction of approx. 
173 lin. yds. of 9 in. dia. salt-glazed 
ware sewers together with manholes. 8. 


Dep. £1 1s, 
SEPTEMBER 30. 

Yorkshiré.—A Drainage Board in York- 
shire invite tenders for the construction 
of a pumping station. Apply to Engineer 
to the Board, c/o Box T.H.291, “‘ Contract 
Journal ”” Office, 127/130, Temple Cham- 
beg Temple-ave., London, E.C.4. Dep. 

s. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Timber Control: Re-arrangement of Area 
Boundaries. 

As from September 1, the territory 
forming. the portion of the County of 
Derbyshire, which includes Buxton B., 
Glossop B., New Mills U.D., Whaley 
Bridge U.D., Chapel-en-le-Frith R.D., at 
present in Arta 9 (Liverpool), has been 
transferred to Area 3 (Nottingham). 


* LC.W.A. Year Book. 


The 1942-43 I.C.W.A. Year Book makes 
a welcome reappearance, again under the 
editorship of Mr. G. W. Harris. There 
is a wealth of useful information of use 
not only to clerks of works, but to archi- 
tects and engineers. Details are given of 
the service which the Association renders 
in ‘putting. architects and surveyors in 
touch with disengaged members. The 
Year Book is published,from 43, Leopold- 
road, Harlesden, N.W.10. 


Change of Address. 

The new address of the Wrought Light 
Alloys Development Association is Union 
Chambers, 635, Temple-row, Birming- 
ham, 2. (Telephone, Midland 0721. Tele- 
grams, “‘ Lightaldev,’’ Birmingham.) The 
registered office of the Association remains 
at 25, Bennett’s-hill, Birmingham 2, to 
which address all communications for the 
Secretary should be forwarded. All in- 
quiries and requests for technical advice or 
assistance should be addressed to the 
manager, Dr. E. G. West. Requests for 
publications or the loan of literature from 
the Association Library should be made 
to the Information Officer, Mr. T. 
Smith, B.Sc. 


SEDERATED 
Rn ee 


The Leading Office for 
Contract 
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WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 





Bre. MOTOR Ere. 
Head Office: 
6 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 


23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, E.C.2 





. by E.C. 





A.R.P. SCHEMES 


LONDON. 
: Southgate.—B.C. placed contract . with 
A. Bedford, Ltd., e Triangle, Palmers 
Green, N.13, for strengthening of four 
brick surface shelters. 


PROVINCIAL. 

Grantham.—T.C. propose electrical in- 
stallations and water and drainage 
services in public shelters. 

Kirkham.—U.D.C. propose erection of 
buildings: for N.F.S. 

Leigh.—T.C. propose second-line rest 
centres at Municipal College and Marsh 
gymnasium. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Tenders accepted 
for erection of shelters at 
schools: Hutchinson & Co,, Elswick-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Cowgate school, £342; 
Elliott Bros., Otterburn-ter., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, llege of. Cookery, North 
Heaton school and Northumberland-rd. 
school, £525; Isaac Berriman, Fence 
Houses, Co. Durham, Middle-st. Central 
school and Rutherford Technical College, 
£936; and Sowerbys (Contractors), Ltd., 
Framlington-pl., Wowcastle-co. tyne Hea- 
ton Secondary school and Technical Col- 
lege site, £504. 

ewcastle-on-Tyne.—H. WaHer, Bk. 
Waller-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, secured 
contract, at £565, for construction of sort- 
ing centre for contaminated clothing, at 
Cruddas Park, for City Council. 

North Riding.—C.C. to spend £300 on 
additional protection at County Control 
centre. 

Rochdale.—T.C.* accepted tender of 
James Hobson & Sons, Ltd., Newark-st., 
Nottingham, for adaptation and altera- 
tions to premises for conversion into re- 


ort and control centre. Plans by 8. H. 
organ, B.S. 
Whitley Bay. — N.F.S. to erect water 
tank.- 


‘ R.E. STORES CONTRACT 


VARIATION OF PRICE CLAUSES. 


Tue Distributors of Builders’ Supplies 
Joint Council recently drew attention to a 
clause appearing on the R.E. Stores in- 
quiries for goods as follows :— 

‘* Any printed conditions of contract or 
general reservations which may be printed 
on any correspondence or documents re- 
ceived from the contractors in connection 
with this contract shall not be applicable 
to this contract. The contractor must quote 
firm prices; no conditions allowing for 
fluctuation thereof will be considered. The 
contractor is to include for ‘ purchase tax ’ 
in all cases where such applies.” 

Attention was particularly drawn to the 
part which is italicised, which is inconsis- 
tent with the conditions governing comt- 
merce, as laid down by the Government, - 
who are themselves responsible for specific 
clauses dealing with the variation from 
day to day in the price of goods. The 
D.B.8.J.C. therefore urged ‘that this part 
of the clause should be withdrawn. 

The War Office replied that the clauses 
were used in respect of contracts which 
were of comparatively small value, but in 
desiring to avoid in these minor contracts 
the use of variation clauses with their 
attendant difficulties both to the contrac- 
tor and the Department, the War Office 
attitude was consistent with that of the 
major purchasing Departments of the 
Government. The War Office went on to 
say that it was recognised that even in 
these minor purchases, quotation of a firm 
price may in some cases present special 
difficulty, and that whilst a firm price 
would still be preferred, it has beeg de- 
cited that in such cases a variable price 
would not. be debarred from consideration. 
The words to which exception was taken 
would accordingly be omitted from. ten- 
ders in future. 
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RATES ‘OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist FEBRUARY, 1942 
[Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors] 
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* Painters 3d. less than other Craftsmen. ¢ Plus 2d. per working day. ¢ Plasterers 2/14. 
 Tradesman’s Labourers, 1/73. Navwvies and General Labourers, 1/62... 
§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Masons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
Nors.—Carpenters and Joiners in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowance. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 232. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS" 


Note ; Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry, The prices * 
of soft woods are for cash on delivery. At present linseed oil.and genuine spirits of turpentine can only be supplied in cans in small quantities. 
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of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be obtained CEMENT. 
from job ~ Fay In addition, there will be the Le Best British Portland Cement. Standard Cpentioation, 
under the B ricks (Charges) Ordet, 1942, of 3s. per 1,000. | delivered London area. d, 
King’s To sites | 6 ton loads and upwards site 
1 ton to 6 tons site 
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6 ton loads and upwards site j Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
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Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white. ment Cemen 5 
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PARTITION SLABS. Cemen tone Colours o, cement according to tints per cwt. 


Delivered on site London Area. a TES. 
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SOFT WOOD. 
MERCHANTABLE BRITISH 


Scantlings in imported sizes, £3. da, 
2 in. by 3 in. to4in. by llin. 43 100 


rg d. sup. ..+- 1 il 
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Bata STONE.—Delivered in railway trucks at 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, Alene or 


LOCK— 
Free on rail at Seaton age oe ft cube 
Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, 
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cubic 
ate ee ae PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
cubic ft. extra. Delivered in London. 
PoRTLAND STONE— 5 M.O.H. 
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average, delivered in railway trucks at ; in. in, 
Nine wi > Rly., South . Lambeth 
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ore.—id. per ft, cube extra for every ft. @ SAVE TIMBER i376 45/- 81/6 198/- fa 453/- per doz. 
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York Stone, Bute Robt Hood ‘Gisies @ SAVE COS! af faa ie BE. 3 e, po se 
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6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes } anes a + a Eye 195/- fa per doz. 
(a ee ae TRUSCON FLOORS"+ 6 COLLINGHAM GARDENS Sage ie i i 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- , EARL'S COURT LONDON * SW5* PHONE. FROBISHER 8141 1 in aie 21/6 37/8 34 x 5 50/6 per doz 
dom sizes) m7 " Pages <4 - 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
METALS. 


pomypn Ty nally aatneealinmemadly’ + pa 
Plain Compound Girders *- 


"bat Oot London Statio “ ton. 


from oes stock mor % gross. 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 
Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February 1. Every endeave 
is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification A 
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Salem. | 1/84 ; Carpenters, 1/8 
but 1/10 is paid owing to the scarcity at present ; 
The information given in this table is copyright. Rates of wages in 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS ~ 


CAMBUSLANG.—Plans prepared by 
Strain & Robertgon, 154, West George-st., 
Glasgow, for new boiler-house. 

GLASGOW. — Plans in hand for new 
work at Eastern Police Offices, for which 
the architect is Thomas Somers, Munici- 
pal Offices, George-st., Glasgow. 

POLLOCKSHAWS (Lanarkshire), ~ 
Plans prepared for mess-rooms and other 
accommodation at Cogan-st., the archi. 
tects being James Taylor, Thomson & 
Partner, 2, Bath-st., Glas, ow.—Plans 
prepared for alterations an additions, 
the architects being Frank Burnet, Boston 
& Bell, 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 
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GLASS. 
ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
; . SIZES. 
ORDINARY GLAZING. QUALITY O33, AND SELECTED 
Giazine Quarry (S.Q.), 
Per Foor SuPer. 


In sizes not exceeding 80 in. long or 48 in. wide or 
110 united inches, 
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TRADE NEWS. 


Building Boards Joint Committee. 


As a natural development of many years’ 
close collaboration, the. Paper Makers’ 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland, 
19f2 (Inc.), and the Insulation, Building 
and Hard Board Association, Ltd., in 
joint session, recently decided to form a 
small committee to deal with the many 
problems that daily arise to confront their 
common interests. 


The joint committee under the chairman- 
ship of Mr. Galloway, of Masonite, Ltd., 
is fully representative of the home pro- 
ducers and ‘importers of building boards. 
Other members are Mr. C. Geoffrey Cullen, 
of Lloyd Boards, Ltd.; Mr. Gilbert H. 
Norris, of the TenTest Fibre Board Co., 
Ltd.; Mr. W. H. North, of Insulite Pro- 
ducts Corporation,’ Ltd.; and Mr. G. H. 
Peters, of P.J.M. Board Co., Ltd. Major 
W. F. Dawson, of the Paper Makers’ Asso- 
ciation, ‘has been appointed secretary to the 
committee. 


As representative of the home producin 
and importing sides of the building boarc 
industry the Building Boards Joint Com- 
mittee has an important part to play, not 
only in post-war reconstruction but in 
current affairs. On the question of fuel 
economy, for example, practical sugges- 
tions have already been made to the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power régarding the 
thermal insulation of buildings. 


The Building Boards Joint Committee 
operates from Melbourne House, Aldwych, 
W.C.2, at which address the Secretary will 
be pleased to receive inquiries. 


The City Churches Under Fire. 

Readers will have noticed the repro- 
Dennis Flanders’s fine 
drawings of bombed City churches and 
other historic London buildings which are 
now appearing in the advertisements of 
the Adamite Company, Ltd. Mr. Cecil 
Kahn writes that a limited number of, sets 
of reproductions, printed on art paper 
and bearing no advertising matter, are 
available, and will be sent free and post 
free on request to him at the company’s 
head. office, Manfield House, Strand, 
London, W.C.2. 


NEW COMPANIES 


Tue particulars quoted below have been 
compiled by Messrs. Jordan & Sons, Ltd., 
Company Registration Agents, of 116 and 
117, Chancery-lane, W.C.2, from the docu- 
ments available at the Companies Registry. 


H. W. R. Miter, Smira anp Brown, Lrp. 
(374826). Regd. July 3. Bldrs.’ and decorators’ 
mehts,, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: H. W. R. 


Miller, 3, Girton-gdns., Shirley, Croydon, ‘and 
W. H. M. Miller. 


J. ©. Exuison, Lrp. (375337). Regd. July 30. 
21, Cross-st., Sale, Ches. Roofing contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap., £2,000, . Dirs.: J. C. Ellison 


and W. VY. Smith. 

McDonneLL AND WaALsu, Lrp., (375341). Regd. 
July 30. 10, Rochester-mews, Rochester-rd., 
N.W.1. Bldrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap, : 
£1,000. Dir. : T. McDonnell. 

Trevor Bayiiss, Lrp. (375247). Regd. July, 24. 
123, Elmstead-av., Wembley, Mdx, Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. er i £400. .Dirs.: T. Bayliss, E. G, Joy- 
sey, F. 8. Grimbly and W. Poulteney. 


H. R. Witurams anp Sons (Bui.pers), Lr, 
(374,980). Regd. July 10. Nom. ~~: £500. 
Dirs.: H. R. Williams, St. Annes, Rudgwick, 


Sussex (permt. mang, dirt.), Mrs. A. Williams 
and C. F. Williams. 

Norta Acton (Buitpers), Lrp. (374989). Reed, 
July 10. 23, Station-rd., Willesden Junction, 
N.W.10. Nom. cap.: £500. Dirs.: C, Stacey 
and J. A. J. Lester. ‘ 
DovGias Surevps, Lrp. (375076). Regd. J  : 16. 
Contractors, bldrs., bldrs.’ mchts., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000, Permt. gov. dir. :.D. Shields, 2, 
Shattesbury-av., Blackpool. 


~ W. CuappetL anp Co. (Burtpers), -Lrp. 
(375143). Regd. July 20. Bridgeway House, 
Bridge-rd., Hammersmith, W.6. Nom. cap. : 
£3,000. Dirs.: J. W. Ohappell and W. B. 


Chappell, 


THE BUILDER 


CURRENT AND PROPOSED 
NEW BUILDINGS — 


Alvechurch. — Agricultural Committee 
propose hutments for agricultural 
workers. 

Banbury.—R.D.C. passed plans for. a 

dairy, for John Mullins, of Tadmarton, 

Blackburn:—T.C. propose passenger 
*bus shelter. Plans by W. Pickstone, B.E. 

Bollington.—U.D.C. = roved war-time 
day nursery at Wellington-rd., for 
Cheshire ©.C. - 

Clitheroe. — T.C. propose 
alterations. 

Clowne.—R.D.C. propose sanitary con- 
veniences aft Creswell. 

Darlington.—T.C. requested by M.H. to 
set up - three additional war-time 
nurseries. 

Durham.—War-time nursery to be built 
at Thornley. Plans by County Architect, 
Shire Hall, Durham. 

Durham.—C.C, to build “war-time nur- 
sery at Blaydon. Plans by County Archi- 
tect, Shire Hall, Durham.» 

Henley.—T.C. approved 
time nursery centre at 
Oxfordshire C.C. 

Liandudno.—_Committee of Maternity 
and Child Welfare Centre propose exten- 
sions to buildings. 

. Manchester.—Cleansing Committee pro- 
pose permanent repairs to stables and 
rovender store depot.—T.C. propose: 

ar-time day nursery at junction of Yew 
Tree-rd., and Sale-rd., Wythenshawe; 
erection of seven additional ’bus shelters; 
permanent repairs to Leaf-st. public 
washhouses. 

North Shields.—British Sailors’ Societ 
acquired premises at North cahoctand: 
sq. to be adapted as seamen’s hostel. 

Sheffield.—Estates Committee propose: 
Reconditioning of condemned houses, at 
£3,000; adaptation of premises at Herries- 


structural 


lan for war- 
est Hill, for 


, rd., at £500. 


Sheffield.—T.C. approved: Hotel, for 
Hope and Anchor Breweries, Ltd., Bhar- 
row. 

West Hartlepool. — T.C. to erect sub- 
station. Plans by Boro’ Electrical E. 

Wolstanton. — Committee of Liberal 
Club, Watlands Hall, Porthill, propose 


new headquarters. 








“BIG BEN” 
STEEL SCAFFOLDING 


@ rises to every occasion! , 


e constructed for continuous 
use ! 


e@ always obtainable ! 


e use “Big Ben” and be 
satisfied. 





Send your enquiries for, 
hire or purchase to :— 


‘ The 
STEEL SCAFFOLDING CO. LTD. 


23 OATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY 








‘ 


_ Supply, 
Lia. 15-21, Shelton-st., W.C.2 
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BRITISH RESTAURANTS 
“AND CANTEENS ~ 


Bollington. — U.D.C. propose prefabri- 
eated building on selected site for B.R, 
Plans by C. A. Smith, 8, 

Boston.—R.D.C, propose B.R. Plans by 
W. R. Beardsall, Building S. 

Dewsbury. — E.C. propose school can- 
teen at Lower Whitley Chapel. Plans by 
M. H. Forward (A.), Boro’ Architect. 

Northampton.—T.C. approved: Can- 
teen for Hanwell Eng. Co., Ltd. 

Royton.—Fir Spinning €o., Ltd., pro- 
pose canteen. 

Sale.—T.C. propose B.R. Plans by E, 
Bleakley, B.S. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—T.C. to establish 
fifth B.R. Plans by A. 8. Knolles, B.S. 

Stretford. — T.C. passed plans for a 
canteen in Traffor ark-rd., for J. Ash- 
worth & Co., Ltd. 

_ Sutton Bonhington.—Basford R.D.C. 
propose iadaptation of old schools for 
community feeding centre. 

Winsford.—U.D.C. propose alterations 
to St. Paul’s Methodist Church Sunday- 
school premises for conversion into 
B.R. Plans by P. Heaton, 8. 

Wolverton.—U.D.C. propose B.R. Plans 
by A. Baker, 8. 


TENDERS 


The Editor welcomes authentic informa- 
tion for this feature from architects, sur- 
veyors or contractors. Items should reach 
4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, W.C.2, not 
later than Tuesday morning. 

Tenders for A.R.P. work will be foun 
under ‘ A.R,P. Schemes.” 
* Denotes accepted. | 
t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments. 





Darlington.—Erection of a canteen: 
*W. 8. Hutton, Ltd., Pest House Wynd, 
Darlington. 

{London (Air Ministry).—The Director- 
ate of Contracts (AMD has placed the 
following new contracts to the value of 
— or over for the week ended August 


Electrical work: Johnson & Phillips, 
Ltd., Charlton, §.E.7. 

General maintenance work: H. C. 
Janes, Lid., Luton; Rattee & Kett, Cam- 
bridge; Prestige & Co., Ltd., London,- 
8.W.1; Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd., 
London, 8.E.13; and Nathaniel Grieve, 
Edinburgh. 

§London (M. o. W.P.).—The following 
works contracts have been placed by 
Ministry of Works during week ending 
September 3 :— 


Buckinghamshire: Electrical work, 
Higgins & Cattle, Lid., 21, Orchard-st., 


Caernarvonshire : Building work, 
Thomas Warrington & Sons, Ltd., 82, 
Station-rd., Ellesmere Port, Liverpool. 

Cheshire: - Building work; ©. Musker 
Bros., Lid., Bingham-st., Swinton, Man- 
chester, 

Cumberland: Building work, J. L. 
Kier & Co., Ltd., 9, Leopold-rd., Wimble- * 
don, 8.W. 

Glamorganshire : Building work, 
Griffiths Davies & Co., Ltd., Paxton-yard, 
Swansea. 

Gloucestershire : rey. work, 
William Cowlin & Son, Ltd., Stratton-st., 
Bristol. : 

Huntingdon: Heating and hot-water 

omyn Ching & Co, (London), 


Nottinghamshire: Buildi “work, John 


Hadfield ‘& Sons, Ltd., Effingham-st., 
Sheffield. 
Pembroke: Building work, Griffiths 


Davies & Co., Ltd., Paxton-yard Swansea. 
Surrey: Building work, Hall, Beddall 
& Co., Ltd., Pitfield Wharf, Waterloo 
Bridge, S.E.1. - 
Warwickshire: Electrical work, Reid & 
Partners, Ltd., 42, Stamford-st., .S.E.1. 





ENROL NOW IN 
FEDERATION OF 
GREATER LONDON 
MASTER BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP OVER 1,500 
EXCLUDING AssociaTEs 


SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0P.A. 


LARGEST 
ORGANISATION OF ITS KIND 
write oR fpHoner SECRETARY, 


23, COMPTON TERRACE, UPPER STREET. N.1. 
CAM 2041/2 











JUST READY— 


A new issue of the 6th edition containing 
Adaptation Tables revised up to October, 194] 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


FOR EVERY CLASS OF 
BUILDING WORK 
By fe 7. REA. 
Containing 730 pages with over 600 
illustrations. 


Cloth gilt. Price 16/- net 

(By post 16/9). 

The 6th edition which appeared in 1937 repre- 
sented quite a new un g, brought up-to- 
date in every way, including a large amount of 
original memoranda, complete revision of prices, 
examples of analysis, and fresh details of costing, 
involving many thousands of figures, hundreds of 
calculations, and°immense labour and research. 
Being self-contained, it avoids the weary hunt in 
other books for the vital, detailed knowledge 
— is usually hard, if not often impossible 
to “find. 


B. T. BATSFORD, LTD. 
Architectural Publishers, 
15, North Audley St., London, W.1 


Large 8vo. 








“THE BUILDER 


GLondon (Wer Dept.).—Works . con- 
tracts placed -by War Dept. for week ended 
August 29:— 

Aberdeenshire :: Building work, W. & 
A. Stewart, Aberdeen. 

Durham: Miscellaneous work, Geo. 
Hope, Stockton-on-Tees. 
Yorks: Miscellaneous work, J. Girli 
Redear; Arthur Robinson ienivanhore, 
Ltd., Middlesbrough; A, C. E. Allton & 


Co., Ltd., Ripon. 

Yorks: Hutting (erection), W.,A. King 
& Sons, Ltd., Ormesby, Middlesbrough. 
Lancs; Miscellaneous work, J. Whit- 
Sater & Sons (Biackburn), Ltd., Black- 
urn. 

Ches: Heating work, G. S. Hall, Ltd., 
Hanley, Staffs. Sess 

Ches: Hutting (erection), Cooper Bros., 
Macclesfield. 

Oxfordshire; Roadwork, Bradshaw 
Bros, (Contractors), Ltd., Leicester. 
Kent : Miscellaneous work, Elles Bros., 


New Romney, 
Surrey: Building work, Frank Sandell 


:& Sons, Ltd., Worthing. 


Sussex: Miscellaneous work, E. & L. 
Berg, Ltd., Hinchley Wood, Esher; Struc- 
tural Contractors, Lid., Surbiton; John- 
son Bros. (Aylesford), Tonbridge. 

Hampshire: Roadwork, W. F. 
Ltd.; Westminster, §8.W.1. 

Wilts: Miscellaneous work, Hainsline, 
Ltd., Twickenham, Middx. 

Dorset: Building work, Donald F. 
Hillier, Ltd., Parkstone, Dorset. 

Somerset : Painting work, Rolfe Decora- 
tors, Ltd., London, N.7. : 

Co. Down: Miscellaneous work, Oregan 
Bros., Lisburn. 

Co. jDown: Hutting 
MeMullen Bros., Belfast. 


Manchester.—Works for T.C.: Adapta- 
tions to Prospect House, -Church-la., 
Moston, for day nursery: ~*Moston Brick 
& Building Co., Lid., Kenyon-la., Moston; 
structural alterations to adapt premises 
at Hulme for war-time day nursery: 
*Alfred Hodkinson, Ltd., 62, Greenhill- 
st,, Greenheys. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Painting tenders 
accepted fis Council: *M, Alexander 
& Sons, Haymarket-la., for interior and 
exterior painting at City Hospital for In- 
fectious Diseases, Walkergate, £1,833; 
*Adam Robertson & Son, Leazes Park-rd., 
for central library, ‘£229; *A. Anderson 

Contractors), Ltd., Stanmore-rd.,; for 
ady i ae my library, £168; and 
*Adam Robertson & Son, Leazes Park-rd., 
for Scotswood library, £134: (all of New- 
castle-on-Tyne). 


Rees, 


(erection), 











’ Patent s m 
YlOS «air. 
Boyle’s «aic-eump” Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 
AY., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tele: Addiscombe 1133 











September 11 1942 


Prestwich. — External painting of 159 
Houses, for T.C. Handel Kay, B.8.: *¢, 
Weltman, 219, Great Cheetham-st. West, 
Broughton, Salford 7. 

Sheffield.— Works, for T.C, : Demolition 
of property: *G. Johnson, Roskioghars. 
la., heffield; sub-station: *Public 
Works Department, Sheffield Corporation, 
Worthing-rd,, Sheffield 9. 

Wellington (Salop).—Erection of resi- 
dent doctor’s house, for R.D.C. J. Brian 
Cooper (F.), Architect, Coleridge-chbrs., 
177,.. Corporation-st., Birming 


> 4, 
Quantities “t Walter B. Bond, 3, Newhall- 


st., Birmingham 3: *Parsons & Morrin, 
pee 133, Belgrave-rd., Birmingham 5, 


? ~ ‘ 











Having Secured 

_ the Contract— 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 


SCAFFOLDING 
For the lowest Prices | 
apply to the Oldest | 
Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Stee! Scattolding Co. 
731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10. 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 











% , 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








4. 














‘TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


BUILDING AND 
. CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 


London Office : 10, ST. GEORGE ST., W. 
SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 
and Branches throughout the country 


‘Phone: WAXLOW 2366 (8 lines). 
~ 


also at 


*Grams: ‘‘Taywood, Southall.” 























